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In Video Filmmaking with Professor Kevin Amenta, we have created myriad types of video
projects. From stop motion to music videos, they run the gamut. One of my favorite projects was
the 7 Deadly Sins project which tasked us to use what we had learned thus far to show a “sin”
as it relates to our experience in college. | chose “sloth” and the way | depicted this was through
the experience of a pencil. This piece shows the hesitant excitement a new pencil might feel
after it has been chosen to be the tool of a student in their pursuit of knowledge. The pencil
ruminates about being a conduit for the transference of information from the page, to the user’s
brain, back onto the page and through this transference the student gains new understanding of
the world and the concepts that make up life and existence. That timid but optimistic
apprehension ultimately turns sour as the pencil also relates how the other pencils have been
picked before, and have returned “shamefully unblemished,” never actually being used as the
student spends their time on trivialities rather than the pursuit of knowledge. It is a story of lost
potential, and disappointment, but was an excellent project to display what skill in filming
techniques and proficiency in visual storytelling we had gleaned from Professor Amenta.
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My Seven Deadly Sins project was inspired by a younger version of myself who was a heavy
procrastinator and always gave up hope easily. The idea of this piece was to never undermine
your own talent and inspiration and keep fixing what you deem to be broken until it is fixed.
Some analogy | thought of was a depleted tire. The car won’t move effectively until it is inflated
to its rated capacity. Why would being successful in school be any different? The first character
in this project was inspired by who | was and the second character is who | became to me and
my vision was a conversation with myself back in time.






