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English 101: Composition 
Three Rivers Community College
Fall 2019, CRN: 31528
Instructor: Dr. Fox

Class Time: Fridays 11 a.m. to 1:45 p.m. 
Class Location: D222
Office Location: C134

Office Hours: Tuesdays and Thursdays 11 a.m. to 12 p.m, Wednesdays 8:30 a.m. to 9:30 a.m., Friday 2-3 p.m. (unofficially – schedule ahead of time), and by appointment 
E-mail: pfox@trcc.commnet.edu
Mailbox: D207
Required Texts:

Graff, Gerald, et al. They Say / I Say: the Moves That Matter in Academic Writing with Readings. 4th ed., W. W. Norton & Company, 2018.

Additional Course Readings:  A copy of the article will be available in class, and a copy of the article will be available for print on Blackboard: 
“Some Thoughts about Feelings: The Affective Domain and the Writing Process” by Susan McLeod
Key Terms for the Course:
· Anxiety
· Affective, Cognitive, Psychomotor 
· Inductive / Deductive Reasoning 
· Rhetoric 

· Plagiarism 

· Claim / Evidence 
Course Description and Goals:

College Composition engages students in critical observation, reading, and writing. This course prepares the student for the exposition, analysis, and argument required in college writing, and for meeting the conventions of college English. Writing assignments require that students develop their own points of view and demonstrate understanding of complex ideas and issues. Methods for research, including use of the library, appropriate documentation, and incorporation of sources in original papers will be taught during assigned readings.

Major Assignments and Descriptions – below I have provided the general point for each major assignment.  Please understand there is a lot more information we will discuss this semester.

Weeks 1-4: Who Cares About my Feelings?
Reading: “Some Thoughts about Feelings” by Susan McLeod

Summary: Writing is difficult at times.  Are there ways we might overcome common, negative attitudes about writing?  Where do your attitudes and beliefs about your own writing come from?  We will critically examine McLeod’s piece.
Weeks 5-10: How do I enter a Writing Conversation?  

Reading: “Some Thoughts about Feelings” by Susan McLeod AND an additional, peer-reviewed article on writing anxiety (working with librarian and embedded support tutor).
Summary: How might Susan McLeod’s piece serve as a “jumping off” point?  What is the conversation you are entering?  How will you find sources on writing anxiety?
Weeks 11-15: – When Does Novice Become Expert?
Reading: Reviewing semester readings and the concepts of writing anxiety and writing process, let’s fully consider what some solutions to writing anxiety might be.  You will need 5-7 additional resources to assist you in these considerations.
Summary: This unit is a final, college-level research paper on writing anxiety and a helpful tool for me to see what you have learned this semester.  
Course Policies:


Technology:
Unless asked to research, please turn off your cellphone.  This is easier said than done.  

Please do not access unrelated internet or computer content while working on computer assignments in class.  Students who disrupt class with technology will be asked to leave.  

Late Work:
All assignments are due at the beginning of class. I do not accept emailed assignments (unless there is an emergency communicated AHEAD of time). If you know that you will not be able to attend class when an essay is due, please make arrangements to turn in the essay before class on the due date. 
Attendance through Academic Participation:

Attendance and academic participation are important factors in your final grade. This is a reading and writing intensive course that incorporates active class participation and activities and peer-workshops. If you do not come prepared for class with notes, assignments, or other required work, your grade will be affected. Students are expected to attend all classes and participate in all class-related activities.  In addition, I take attendance every class.  There are three possible scores: 0, 75, 100.  Zero means you did not attend.  75 means you arrived late or left early.  100 means you arrived on time and stayed for the duration of the class.
Grades: 
Grading Policy: 
The final grade will be a letter grade, A - F. 

Grading is based on: 

Attendance and Academic Participation ..........................20% 

Paper #1 Critical Analysis Essay.......................... 20% 

Paper #2 Synthesis Essay Assignment ..........................30% 

Paper #3 Final Research Project Assignment ..........................30%

	Percentage Points 
	
	

	93–100 
	A 
	4.0 

	90–92 
	A- 
	3.7 

	87–89 
	B+ 
	3.3 

	83–86 
	B 
	3.0 

	80–82 
	B- 
	2.7 

	77–79 
	C+ 
	2.3 

	73–76 
	C 
	2.0 

	70–72 
	C- 
	1.7 

	67–69 
	D+ 
	1.3 

	63–66 
	D 
	1.0 

	60–62 
	D- 
	0.7 

	0–59 
	F 
	0 


Paper Revision Policy:

Papers ONE and TWO are eligible for rewriting, as long as the Final Drafts of these essays are handed in on time.  After you receive your grade on the Final Draft, you have two weeks to submit a revised version of the paper.  Note: you must work with a tutor (or me during my office hours), and must hand in the original Final Draft AND the rewrite on top and labeled. The rewrite must be highlighted to showcase all of the changes made.
Helpful University Resources:
Digication Learning Portfolio 
Through this electronic tool, you will have the opportunity to monitor your own growth in college-wide learning. You will be able to keep and maintain your learning portfolio after graduation. Digication provides a “place” where you will connect your learning from the classroom, college, and life in general. Sometimes when you review all of the work you have done and think about it, you end up learning something different and perhaps unexpected. Please review your course outlines to determine what assignments to upload into the TRCC Digication template and please post your own choices, as well. 

College Withdrawal Policy: 
A student who finds it necessary to discontinue a course once class has met must provide notice to the Registrar. Withdrawal forms are available at the Registrar’s office, both on campus and at the Sub-base. Non punitive “W” grades are assigned to withdrawal requests. An instructor’s signature is required after the deadline has passed. No withdrawals are permitted after the last class preceding the final exam. Students who do not obtain an official withdrawal, but simply stop attending classes, run the risk of receiving an “F” grade for the course. 

Special considerations 
	If you have a disability that may affect your progress in this course, please meet with a Disability Service Provider (DSP) as soon as possible. Please note that accommodations cannot be provided until you provide written authorization from a DSP. 
TRCC Disabilities Service Providers:


	Matt Liscum 
(860) 215-9265 Room A113 
	 Mental Health Disabilities 

 Learning Disabilities 

 ADD/ADHD 

 Autism Spectrum 



	Elizabeth Willcox, Advisor 
(860) 215-9289 

Room A113 
	 Sensory Disabilities 

 Medical Disabilities 

 Mobility Disabilities 




The Writing Center/TASC: 
Room: C117 (next to the Library). 

Phone: 860-215-9082 

Email: TRWritingcenter@trcc.commnet.edu. 

Weather Cancellations: 
Call 860-215-9000, press 1 for College Closing Announcement. Or go online to: www.trcc.commnet.edu or www.threerivers.edu (Announcement posted on main page). 

Sign up for MyCommNet Alert! MyCommNet Alert is a system that sends text messages & emails to anyone signed up in the event of a campus emergency. Additionally, TRCC sends messages when the college is delayed or closed due to weather. 

All students are encouraged to sign up for MyCommNet Alert. A tutorial is available on the Educational Technology & Distance Learning Students page of the web site. http://www.trcc.commnet.edu/div_it/educationaltechnology/Tutorials/myCommNetAlert/MIR3.html 
Plagiarism:
Copying sentences, phrases, paragraphs, tables, figures or data directly or in slightly modified form from a book, article, Internet site or other published or unpublished source, or adapting the ideas of another authority without following acceptable forms of citation (i.e., quotation marks, endnotes, footnotes, parenthetical notes, and/or other contextual information);

Using or buying a paper written by someone else for the purpose of turning it in as one’s own work; Selling or lending papers for the purpose of violating academic misconduct policies. This may also be a criminal offense, see Connecticut General Statutes: 953-392a;

Submission of the same work, or substantially similar work, in more than one course without the consent of the evaluating instructors in all courses;

Citing a work that has been referenced in another work without actually consulting the original piece directly;

Fabrication or alteration of data:

When any material is borrowed from another person, the source must be cited according to some academically accepted standard (i.e., APA, MLA, etc.). There are three ways in which other writers’ materials may appear in the work of another:

· by putting quotation marks around short passages that are borrowed verbatim (word for word) or by setting off from the text, without quotation marks, longer quotations (more than three sentences).  
· by précis (i.e., condensing part of a writer’s argument). 
· by paraphrase (i.e., interpretation of a writer’s ideas). 

· All three must be acknowledged formally, either in the text or with footnotes, according to the style required by the instructor.

Academic Integrity: 
Academic integrity is essential to a useful education. Failure to act with academic integrity severely limits a person’s ability to succeed in the classroom and beyond. Furthermore, academic dishonesty erodes the legitimacy of every degree awarded by the College. In this class and in the course of your academic career, present only your own best work; clearly document the sources of the material you use from others; and act at all times with honor.
TITLE IX:
 
BOARD OF REGENTS FOR HIGHER EDUCATION AND CONNECTICUT STATE COLLEGES AND UNIVERSITIES POLICY REGARDING SEXUAL MISCONDUCT REPORTING, SUPPORT SERVICES AND PROCESSES POLICY
Statement of Policy for Public Act No. 14-11: An Act Concerning Sexual Assault, Stalking and Intimate Partner Violence on Campus:
“The Board of Regents for Higher Education (BOR) in conjunction with the Connecticut State Colleges and Universities (CSCU) is committed to insuring that each member of every BOR governed college and university community has the opportunity to participate fully in the process of education free from acts of sexual misconduct, intimate partner violence and stalking. It is the intent of the BOR and each of its colleges or universities to provide safety, privacy and support to victims of sexual misconduct and intimate partner violence.”
 
UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF EDUCATION AND OFFICE OF CIVIL RIGHTS TITLE IX STATEMENT OF POLICY:
“Title IX of the Education Amendments of 1972 (Title IX) prohibits discrimination based on sex in education programs and activities in federally funded schools at all levels. If any part of a school district or college receives any Federal funds for any purpose, all of the operations of the district or college are covered by Title IX.
Title IX protects students, employees, applicants for admission and employment, and other persons from all forms of sex discrimination, including discrimination based on gender identity or failure to conform to stereotypical notions of masculinity or femininity. All students (as well as other persons) at recipient institutions are protected by Title IX – regardless of their sex, sexual orientation, gender identity, part-or full-time status, disability, race, or national origin-in all aspects of a recipient’s educational programs and activities.” 
 
 
If any student experiences sexual misconduct or harassment, and/or racial or ethnic discrimination on Three Rivers Community College Campus, or fears for their safety from a threat while on campus, please contact Maria Krug at mkrug@trcc.commnet.edu 860 215 9280.
Learning Outcomes for ENG 101:

Respond to Rhetorical Situations 
1) Adapt writing as audience and purpose requires 

2) Develop and apply an independent writing process that includes generating, revising, editing, and proofreading 

3) Reflect on and explain writing choices regarding audience and purpose 

Engage with and Use Authoritative Sources 
4) Use the reading process to differentiate between supporting points, evidence, and reasoning in complex texts (texts that engage with multiple perspectives and use a variety of rhetorical strategies and evidence) 

5) Employ effective annotation skills to the reading of complex texts 

6) Locate and evaluate sources appropriate to the rhetorical situation 

7) Interpret and analyze argument, evidence, and rhetorical strategies in complex texts 

8) Evaluate information in complex texts for accuracy, validity, and relevance, with particular attention to the type and purpose of source material 

9) Demonstrate critical and evaluative reading comprehension 

10) Write accurate summaries and paraphrases of complex texts and differentiate these from student’s own writing 

11) Respond to an argument in a complex text and synthesize perspectives in multiple texts 

12) Integrate complex texts to fulfill the rhetorical purpose 

Craft Logical Arguments 
13) Produce essays with clear thesis statements (or controlling ideas) and logical support for assertions 

14) Compose unified, coherent, and fully developed paragraphs with attention to transitions and signal phrasing for source material 

15) By the end of the semester, write at least one thesis-driven, text-based essay of 1500 words demonstrating competent argumentation using complex texts 

Apply Language Conventions 
16) Apply Standard English language conventions (diction, tone, or level of formality) consistently, with particular attention to college-level writing situations 

17) Cite varied sources in MLA citation style 

Course Schedule and Major Due Dates:
Please note: there are some things over which I have no control.  This schedule is tentative and subject to change.  This schedule is an outline.  It is NOT a comprehensive list of all assignments.  In addition, you can always find an updated, day-to-day calendar that includes homework assignments on Blackboard, so please check there regularly.
Major Due Dates (please plan accordingly): September 27, October 30, and Dec 11.
Classroom Schedule— 
	
	Fridays
	

	Week 1 (Aug 30)
	First day introductions.  

What do you think writing anxiety is?  Describe a REAL situation you have been in where you have (or may have) experienced it.
	Read: “Some Thoughts about Feelings: The Affective Domain and the Writing Process” by Susan McLeod
What is writing anxiety according to McLeod?  

	Week 2 (Sept 6)

	 What is a “bowler”?  What is a “gambler”?  What are your beliefs about writing?  Where do those beliefs come from?


	Learned helplessness?  Locus of Control?  Completion?

	Week 3 (Sept 13)
	From where do motivations come?  The rhetorical idea of “exigency”
	Making-meaning.  Rhetorical uses of evidence.  

	Week 4 (Sept 20)
	Discussing drafts.

	Discussing drafts.

	Week 5 (Sept 27) 
	 Discussing drafts.

	Assignment One Due: A 4-5 page essay where you will analyze McLeod and make meaning (deeper insight) of at least ONE concept she discusses in her article.  


	Week 6 (Oct 4)
	Select your related component 
	Library lesson and research on “anxiety and writing.”  

	Week 7 (Oct 11)
	Successful Reading Strategies for College Level Texts.
What does it mean to interpret?
	Discuss and analyze your peer-reviewed article on anxiety and writing from the library.  How is it similar / different to McLeod?  How are you making meaning of the terminology?

READ the article FIRST.



	Week 8 (Oct 18)
	Analyzing Dr. Fox’s “triangle.”  How might you “engage in a conversation” with your sources?

Working with tutor on source integration.
	Prepare an interpretation of the article you selected.

	Week 9 (Oct 25)
	Discussing drafts.
	Discussing drafts.

	Week 10 (Nov 1)
	We know the topic is writing anxiety.  But, what else is related to it?  What kinds of “bridges” are there to other writing topics. 
Think cause and effect here.


	Assignment Two Due: A 4-5 page synthesis essay where you will analyze McLeod, You, and another peer-reviewed source on anxiety AND writing.  You will need to find and explorer connections among the viewpoints.



	Week 11 (Nov 8)
	What is your writing process?  Do you have one, or do you apply many depending on the situation?

	Discussing drafts.

	Week 12 (Nov 15)
	Discussing drafts.
	Discussing drafts.

	Week 14 (Nov 22)


	How might you incorporate ONE more source?  
Take “you” out of the triangle and replace it with another peer-reviewed source.

Review information literacy skills from this semester.  Where might you go for research-based answers?
	What are some other potential “cures” for writing anxiety? 

Which of the research authors is correct?

What do you have to say about this topic?

	Week 15 (Nov 29)

Thanksgiving Break: No class
	
	

	Week 15 (Dec 6)
	Discussing drafts.
	Discussing drafts.

	Week 16 (Dec 13)
	Discussing drafts.
	Assignment Final Due: A 15-20 page research paper, set in the style of problem / solution.  The problem is writing anxiety.  Based on your informed knowledge through the semester’s course work, what are the solutions?  This is a final, argument-based piece.  Remember, the first two papers are part of this paper’s page length requirement.


