ENG K213 The Poem FALL 2018  W 6:00-8:45pm Room: D 215
Instructor: Susan M. Topping
Office: C257  Phone: 215 9481  e-mail: stopping@trcc.commnet.edu

Office Hours: 4:00-5:00pm and by appointment
COURSE TEXTS:

Poems: Poets :Poetry: An Introduction and Anthology. 3rd Ed. Helen Vendler

COURSE DESCRIPTION:

This course explores the elements of poetry from traditional forms to contemporary ones. Readings will be selected from the ancients to the moderns, from different cultures, and from different historical and literary periods.  Writing assignments will stress critical analysis including the incorporation of various critical approaches.

COURSE OUTCOMES

At the end of ENG 211 students will be expected to:

· recognize and define the major poetic forms;

· recognize and define how poems work: prosody, diction, figurative language, structure, tone and theme;
· recognize changes in both poetic forms and content and understand those changes within historic and cultural contexts;
· Demonstrate an understanding of the ways in which literary texts may be seen to respond to and influence society and culture.
· Strengthen the ability to use the basic elements of formalist criticism to deepen literary understanding;
· Use various and appropriate critical strategies to analyze and interpret texts.
· Strengthen the ability to distinguish how different critical theories affect interpretation and levels of meaning, and to recognize the validity of differing interpretations;
· Locate, evaluate, and incorporate research from secondary sources into both class discussion and written work;
· Articulate in both classroom discussion and written assignments their  perspectives about both meaning and structure in a work of literature, and support those perspectives with specifics from the text;
· Write analytical, evaluative, academic essays about poetry which present interpretations, and support them with evidence from texts.
· Use MLA parenthetical style to document references to texts.

COURSE REQUIREMENTS:

JOURNAL You are also responsible for a Journal based on your reading in Poems: Poets: Poetry or any other poetry you may read (cf www.poetry.org etc.) which will be collected during the semester. I firmly believe that the more poetry you read, the deeper your understanding grows, and thus, in addition to the reading due each week for class, you will also read for at least an hour in Poems… or some other source each week and then write about what you have read. How you read is up to you. You could read chronologically (see pages xxv-xcxxviii in Poems) or you can arbitrarily open the Anthology which starts on page 371, or you could access a collection of poems by a particular poet online, and start reading. Try to find poems that engage you. You can read quickly or slowly; you can read as if you were reading a magazine or as if a particular poem contained information that will save your life and thus must be read and re-read. The entries themselves can be informal responses to a particular poem or poems. You can concentrate on form or content. As the semester progresses, I will expect you to incorporate the language and critical tools we will have employed in class to deepen your reflections. Although poetry, like all literature, often evokes strong emotional responses, the journal entries should not merely record your feelings but rather focus on examining how poems work.  I will be collecting these journals three times during the semester (see syllabus for exact dates). My assumption is that you will be writing on your computers and thus the entries will be type-written; if this is not the case, please see me before you begin writing as it is vital that I can read your writing. Each entry must be accurately dated!  I expect the journal entries to reflect at least an hour of writing per week (whether this done at one sitting or at various times during the week is up to you), and thus each time that I collect the journals, I will be looking for evidence of continued engagement in this on-going process of reading and recording your responses to the poems you have read. Although it is difficult to judge exactly how much writing you can produce in an hour, I expect a minimum of three pages a week. Do NOT leave this work until the night before the journals are due; please view this assignment as central to your ability to complete the course successfully. In addition, I plan on using your readings to craft the readings due for the last few weeks of the class, so if you come across a poem that you would like to share with the class, please let me know.
IN-CLASS

Although I expect the readings to be completed as scheduled, the time we will spend on them will vary. We may, for example, spend an entire class discussing one poem, a number of poems, interrogating one of Vendler’s claims, or on a poem/poems/analytic essay not included in the list of scheduled readings. As you will be reading a lot of poems from both the text and other sources, I am reserving the right to call on any student to suggest a text(s) for that day’s discussion. If we will need copies of a particular published author’s work, please provide me with copies ahead of time, and I will make copies available for the class.
ESSAYS
You will be asked to write three essays. You must submit essay proposals for all essays before you begin writing.
Essay #1: Close reading/explication of a short poem that we have not covered in class that includes a discussion of form. 
Length: 1250 words.  
Essay #2: You will have various choices for this assignment. Although some will have a creative component, the main focus will, as always, be on your analysis of the issue you are exploring. Length: 1250 words 
Essay #3:   A longer (2500 words) paper on a topic of your choice, but approved by me, generated from your reading responses and class discussions.  
Guidelines: 

1. All essays will include an annotated copy of the poem(s) under discussion.

2.   At least one of these essays will include secondary sources in order to deepen your discussion of the issue addressed
3.  All essays must follow MLA form, and when secondary sources are used, copies clearly marked according to instructions must be submitted with the essay.  I will not grade any essay that uses secondary sources if copies are not submitted.  
4.  Only those students who hand in the completed essay on time and receive a grade of C or below will have the option to revise the paper; however, all such re-writes must first be discussed with me during office hours.

5.  In addition, while I actively encourage you to seek help from the Writing Center or myself, I do not accept work that has received help from any other source including parents, siblings, significant others etc.  I expect you to accept responsibility for the authorship of your written work.  
7.  If you hand in your essay late, it will go to the bottom of the pile of essays waiting to be graded.  Thus, late essays may not be returned quickly, and any problems you have with your written work may not be uncovered until quite late in the semester.  It is your responsibility to hand in all work on time.

FINAL GRADES

Essay #1                                                                                    20%

Essay #2                                                                                    20%
Essay #3                                                                                    35%                                             
Journal







   15%

Final exam        



       

    10%

PLEASE NOTE:
· SUBMISSION OF ALL ASSIGNED WORK IS REQUIRED TO PASS THIS COURSE. 

· ALL WORK MUST BE COMPLETED ON TIME, TYPED AND FOLLOW MLA FORMAT. LATE ESSAYS WILL NOT BE ACCEPTED. 

· HOWEVER, IF THERE ARE EXTENUATING CIRCUMSTANCES, AND I RECEIVE PRIOR NOTIFICATION AND THE STUDENT MY WRITTEN APPROVAL, I WILL THEN ACCEPT LATE ESSAYS UP TO ONE CLASS PERIOD PAST THE DUE DATE. LATE ESSAYS WILL BE DOWNGRADED ONE FULL LETTER GRADE.  LATE ESSAYS MAY NOT BE REVISED.  
· I DO NOT ACCEPT EMAIL SUBMISSIONS; HARD COPIES ONLY!

· IN ADDITION, I REQUIRE THAT COPIES OF ANY SOURCES YOU USE OUTSIDE OF CLASS TEXTS BE SUBMITTED WITH ALL DRAFTS. I WILL NOT READ WORK SUBMITTED WITHOUT THESE COPIES.
COURSE POLICY
Class Participation
Constructive participation is expected; therefore, it is important that you come to class ready to discuss the reading. If you are not prepared, you will find it difficult to participate in class conversations, and your work will reflect your lack of engagement. Please note that if for some reason you are absent on the day your written assignments are due, you must email me a copy of the assignment 15 minutes before class starts and hand in a paper copy before the next class; otherwise, I will assume that the work has not been completed, and thus, unless there are extenuating circumstances, the work will not be accepted.

Attendance
Attendance is a requirement. Absences will have a negative impact on your grade. If you miss class, it is up to you to find out what you have missed and make up the work in whatever way you can.

Classroom Decorum
If you are late, leave class early, or allow your cell phone to ring, you are being disruptive. All cell phones and other electronic devices must be turned OFF before class begins. I expect you to come to class on time with all the necessary texts and remain in the classroom for the entire period. Constructive participation is expected, and disruptive behavior will have a negative impact on your grade. 

Plagiarism

Plagiarism is the intentional use of someone else’s words or ideas. It is a serious violation of academic standards that is subject to one or more of the following penalties: a failing grade for the paper; a failing grade for the course; a report to the administrative authorities for appropriate action. Please familiarize yourself with the Academic Integrity policy in our online catalogue.

In addition, while I actively encourage you to seek help from the Writing Center or myself, I do not accept work that has received help from any other source including parents, siblings, significant others, etc. I expect you to accept full responsibility for the authorship of your written work.

STUDENTS WITH DISABILITIES
If you have a disability that may affect your progress in this course, please meet with a Disability Service Provider (DSP) as soon as possible.  Please note that accommodations cannot be provided until you provide written authorization from a DSP.

	College Disabilities Service Providers


	 

	
	
	 

	Matt Liscum, Counselor

(860) 215-9265

Room A113


	· Learning Disabilities 

· ADD/ADHD 

· Autism Spectrum 

· Mental Health Disabilities 
	 

	Elizabeth Willcox, Advisor

(860) 215-9289

Room A113
	· Medical Disabilities 

· Mobility Disabilities 

· Sensory Disability




TITLE IX

Board of Regents for Higher Education and Connecticut State Colleges and Universities Policy Regarding Sexual Misconduct Reporting, Support Services and Processes Policy

Public Act No. 14-11: An Act Concerning Sexual Assault, Stalking and Intimate Partner Violence on Campus:
“The Board of Regents for Higher Education (BOR) in conjunction with the Connecticut State Colleges and Universities (CSCU) is committed to insuring that each member of every BOR governed college and university community has the opportunity to participate fully in the process of education free from acts of sexual misconduct, intimate partner violence and stalking.”
Title IX Statement of Policy:
“Title IX of the Education Amendments Act of 1972 protects students, employees, applicants for admission and employment, and other persons from all forms of sex discrimination, including discrimination based on gender identity or failure to conform to stereotypical notions of masculinity or femininity. All students are protected by Title IX, regardless of their sex, sexual orientation, gender identity, part or full-time status, disability, race, or national origin, in all aspects of educational programs and activities.”  
Please Report Student Incidents to: Maria Krug Office: C131B email: mkrug@trcc.commnet.edu Phone: 860 215 9280

WITHDRAWAL FROM CLASS

A student may officially withdraw in person at the Registrar’s Office by 12/7/2018 or online by 12/9/2018 A student who stops attending class, but does not officially withdraw, will receive an F for the course.

  
MESSAGES AND CONFERENCES

If you need to reach me, please call my office phone or email me at stopping@trcc.commnet.edu   I am also available during office hours and look forward to meeting with you to discuss your work.  If my office hours are not convenient for you, please make an appointment to see me at another time.

EMAIL COMMUNICATIONS

I encourage you to communicate with me via email; however, please be mindful that any email communication with me should be regarded as a formal communication, and thus, emails that do not follow standard written English conventions will be neither read nor replied to. In addition, although I usually respond to emails within 24-36 hours, if you send an email between late Friday and Sunday, I will respond beginning the following Monday.
EMAIL SUBMISSIONS
I do not accept email submissions unless specified; hard copies only!

Sign up for MyCommNet Alert! 
myCommNet Alert is a system that sends text messages and emails to anyone signed up in the event of a campus emergency. Additionally, TRCC sends messages when the college is delayed or closed due to weather. 

All students are encouraged to sign up for myCommNet Alert. A tutorial is available on the Educational Technology and Distance Learning Students page of the web site:: http://www.trcc.commnet.edu/div_it/educationaltechnology/Tutorials/myCommNetAlert/MIR3.html
DIGICATION

All students are required to maintain an online learning portfolio in Digication that uses the college template.

TENTATIVE SCHEDULE OF ASSIGNMENTS 
Reading assignments are from Poems: Poets: Poetry unless otherwise noted.
Please note: I understand that reading poetry is a time consuming endeavor. Although I am assigning the entire chapter, it is vital that you read Vendler’s opening explanations/analysis in each section, and we will address the “Reading Other Poems” sections in class.

WEEK 1.

W 8/29 Introduction

WEEK 2
W 9/5 Reading Due: About Poets and Poetry (xxxix-xliii); Chapter 1 (3-26); and Writing About Poems (323-339). 

WEEK 3

W 9/12  Reading Due: Chapter 2 (27-77) 

WEEK 4

W 9/19 Chapter 3 (77-110)

Writing Due: Journals (see syllabus)

WEEK 5

W 9/26 Chapter 4 (111-52)

Writing Due: Essay#1 Proposal by email by 2:00pm to stopping@trcc.commnet.edu
WEEK  6

W 10/3 Chapter 5 (158-78)
WEEK 7

W 10/10 Reading Due: Chapter 6 (179-212)

Essay #1 Due
WEEK 8

W 10/17 Chapter 7 (213-38)

WEEK 9 

W 10/24 Reading Due: Chapter 8 (239-80)

Writing Due: Journals

In-Class Writing

WEEK 10

W  10/31 Reading Due: Chapter 9 (281-305)
WEEK 11
W 11/7 Reading Due: Chapter 12 (341-68)

Writing Due: Essay #2 

WEEK 12

W 11/14  Writing Due: Essay Proposal #3 by email by 2:00pm to stopping@trcc.commnet.edu
Writing Due Journals
WEEK 13
W 11/21 NO CLASSES: HAPPY THANKSGIVING!
WEEK 14
W 11/28 TBA
WEEK 15
W 12/7 TBA Writing Due: Essay #3

WEEK 16
W 12/14 FINAL EXAM
