ENG 101: Composition

Course description
College Composition engages students in critical observation, reading, and writing. The course prepares the student for the exposition, analysis, and argument required in college writing, and for meeting the conventions of college English. Writing assignments require that students develop their own points of view and demonstrate understanding of complex ideas and issues. Methods for research, including use of the library, appropriate documentation, and incorporation of sources in original papers will be taught through assigned writings. 

Textbooks
The Three Rivers Reader. Pearson Custom Library, 2016. 

Any paperback (easily portable) standard dictionary or access to dictionary.com
Optional:
TRCC Pearson Custom Access Card. 2017.

Faigley, Lester. The Brief Penguin Handbook. Longman. 2014. Or: MLA Handbook. 8th edition. Modern Language Association, 2016.
Course objectives
Upon successful completion of this course, students should be able to:

· Respond to Rhetorical Situations
1) Adapt writing as audience and purpose requires

2) Develop and apply an independent writing process that includes generating, revising, editing, and proofreading

3) Reflect on and explain writing choices regarding audience and purpose
· Engage with and Use Authoritative Sources
4) Use the reading process to differentiate between supporting points, evidence, and reasoning in complex texts (texts that engage with multiple perspectives and use a variety of rhetorical strategies and evidence)

5) Employ effective annotation skills to the reading of complex texts

6) Locate and evaluate sources appropriate to the rhetorical situation

7) Interpret and analyze argument, evidence, and rhetorical strategies in complex texts

8) Evaluate information in complex texts for accuracy, validity, and relevance, with particular attention to the type and purpose of source material

9) Demonstrate critical and evaluative reading comprehension

10) Write accurate summaries and paraphrases of complex texts and differentiate these from student’s own writing

11) Respond to an argument in a complex text and synthesize perspectives in multiple texts

12) Integrate complex texts to fulfill the rhetorical purpose
· Craft Logical Arguments
13) Produce essays with clear thesis statements (or controlling ideas) and logical support for assertions

14) Compose unified, coherent, and fully developed paragraphs with attention to transitions and signal phrasing for source material

15) By the end of the semester, write at least one thesis-driven, text-based essay of 1500 words demonstrating competent argumentation using complex texts
· Apply Language Conventions
16) Apply Standard English language conventions (diction, tone, or level of formality) consistently, with particular attention to college-level writing situations
17) Cite varied sources in MLA citation style
My writing philosophy
Can writing be taught? I believe it can. While the most successful writers share an innate talent for composition, anyone with basic English literacy skills can improve their written communication by three steps: reading good writing, modeling other writers’ techniques, and applying these lessons through consistent practice. (This semester, we will model an assortment of writers, ranging from 19th-century icons such as Henry David Thoreau, Frederick Douglass, and Ralph Waldo Emerson to such contemporary thinkers as Cornel West and Anne Lamott.) You may not “like to write” or you may consider yourself more of a “math or science person” than a good English student, but if you apply the lessons in this class, your writing will improve.

Why study writing at all? Although we live in a digital age, good writing skills are more in demand than ever. It is not possible to be successful in most careers without a command of the English language. The chief focus of this class is rhetoric. One simple definition of rhetoric is: “the art of speaking or writing effectively.” Our textbook, The Three Rivers Reader, quotes Aristotle's definition: “an ability in each particular case to see the available means of persuasion.” In short, the tools of rhetoric help you decide what writing and communication approaches to use to get your points across clearly. This can be important in academic, extra-curricular, work and social situations.

In class, we will use a combination of practice, discussion of writing examples, and peer review of drafts to hone our skills. You should come prepared each day to write in your journals, discuss assigned readings, do in-class exercises and participate by asking questions and offering comments. As you will quickly learn, writing is a process that includes reflecting on choices, searching for evidence, accepting feedback, and revising.
Mandatory requirements
· Completion of all projects or other assignments (reading) on due dates (including journals, in-class writing assignments, post-writes, drafts, thoughtful revision, and peer review work). 

· Active and consistent participation in peer review workshops. Students who do not attend peer review with a draft will lose 5 points on their final submission. On the other hand, students who bring a draft on peer review day will GAIN 5 points on final submission.
· Preparation for each class and helpful contributions to class discussion.

· Regular attendance (see below) and communication with instructor.

Required supplies
· A ring binder for journal pages (homework) and in-class writing. You will hand in only the loose-leaf pages.

· A stapler. All papers MUST be stapled unless I indicate otherwise.

· A regular notebook for in-class note-taking.

· One pocket folder, for final submission of your essays. You will be reusing this so it should be sturdy.

Attendance: Attendance is a requirement. Absences will have a negative effect on your grade. If you miss class, it is up to you to find out what you have missed and make up the work within one week of your return to class. Students who “drop out” for weeks without communication with the instructor cannot expect to just “drop back in” without a negative effect on their grade. In addition, if you miss an in-class quiz or exam, you must make it up before returning to class. See me to make arrangements for make-ups. 
Deadlines and due dates: All work produced out of class is due at the beginning of the class meeting on the date specified. I do not collect the work; please place it on my desk. I do not accept work via e-mail and I do not accept work even for partial credit after one week. Late assignments will receive a deduction of one grade. You must complete all assigned writing projects in order to pass the course.
Electronic devices: The use of in-class computers, personal tablets or laptops, or cell phones is restricted to class purposes. During quizzes and tests, phones must be put away and silenced; if I see you using a phone or other device during a quiz or test, you will fail the quiz or test automatically. 
Courtesy: If you must come in late, please do not disrupt the class. Tardiness will be reflected in your class participation grade.
Instructor access: You may reach me via e-mail (see the top of the syllabus). I also will maintain office hours on Mondays and Wednesdays from 1 to 2:50 p.m. and Fridays from 1 to 1:50 p.m., and I can arrange for private conferences during those times.
Formatting papers: We will follow MLA style. All assignments must be handed in as paper copies, and multiple pages must be stapled. Be sure to save all drafts of all projects on a hard drive, disk, and/or online storage space. It's your responsibility to print out your work before class. With the exception of journal entries and in-class writing exercises, which should be hand-written (neatly!), all other homework and submissions must be typed. Last-minute corrections on copies may be made neatly in black ink. Each project must be submitted with your name, the date, the course and section number, and the instructor’s name. You must save ALL your work in a folder to be collected at the end of the semester.

The Writing Center: The Writing Center staff provides writing support for all students at all levels of writing ability. Walk-in appointments are available, and students also can make appointments up to a month in advance to get feedback on their papers. Papers also may be e-mailed. Students can take advantage of computer workstations that are fully networked with the rest of the campus, a local printer, copies of the most recent writing handbooks, and up-to-date references on citation and documentation for research. The Writing Center is located next to the library in Room C-117 (but has been in D-209 during recent construction). For more information, call (860) 892-5713 or (860) 892-5769 or visit: http://www.trcc.commnet.edu/Div_academics/TASC/WritingCenter/WritingCenter.shtml.

Academic honesty: If you do your work honestly, you greatly increase your chances for doing well in the course. If you do not, you risk failing an assignment or the course, and you will be reported to the Academic Dean's Office. How can you avoid plagiarism? Do not consult online summary sources, such as Shmoop, Enotes, and SparkNotes. Be sure you cite any legitimate, peer-reviewed sources you use with appropriate quotation marks, signal phrases, in-text citation and a Works Cited. Don't cut and paste material into your papers. Do all in-class work individually unless instructed otherwise. If you cut and paste material from the Internet and change a few words; copy someone else's work during a test or other assignment; or include someone else's ideas without a citation, you are cheating, and you will receive a zero on the assignment and risk failing the course. Telling me you “forgot” to cite or rewrite material will not protect you from the consequences of plagiarism. It is your responsibility to do original, honest, and complete work. See the Academic Integrity section in the student handbook.

Withdrawal dates: Students may officially withdraw at the Registrar’s Office through Dec. 7 (Dec. 9 online). Any student who stops attending class, but does not officially withdraw, will receive an unearned F for the course. Withdrawal may have a negative impact on financial aid and academic progress. Please see an advisor before you withdraw.

Students with disabilities: If you have a disability that may affect your progress in this course, please meet with a Disability Service Provider (DSP) as soon as possible. Please note that accommodations cannot be provided until you provide written authorization from a DSP. Disability Service Providers include Matt Liscum, Counselor, (860) 215-9265, Room A113 (Learning Disabilities * ADD/ADHD * Autism Spectrum * Mental Health Disabilities) and Elizabeth Willcox, Advisor, (860) 215-9289, Room A113 (* Medical Disabilities * Mobility Disabilities * Sensory Disability). Please note that an instructor cannot provide disability accommodations until a student provides the necessary paperwork from the college’s Office of Disability Services to the instructor. Also, accommodations take effect when the instructor receives the paperwork from a student- accommodations cannot be provided retroactively.

TITLE IX – BOARD OF REGENTS FOR HIGHER EDUCATION AND CONNECTICUT STATE COLLEGES AND UNIVERSITIES POLICY REGARDING SEXUAL MISCONDUCT REPORTING, SUPPORT SERVICES AND PROCESSES POLICY Statement of Policy for Public Act No. 14-11: An Act Concerning Sexual Assault, Stalking and Intimate Partner Violence on Campus: “The Board of Regents for Higher Education (BOR) in conjunction with the Connecticut State Colleges and Universities (CSCU) is committed to insuring that each member of every BOR governed college and university community has the opportunity to participate fully in the process of education free from acts of sexual misconduct, intimate partner violence and stalking. It is the intent of the BOR and each of its colleges or universities to provide safety, privacy and support to victims of sexual misconduct and intimate partner violence.” UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF EDUCATION AND OFFICE OF CIVIL RIGHTS TITLE IX STATEMENT OF POLICY:“Title IX of the Education Amendments of 1972 (Title IX) prohibits discrimination based on sex in education programs and activities in federally funded schools at all levels. If any part of a school district or college receives any Federal funds for any purpose, all of the operations of the district or college are covered by Title IX.Title IX protects students, employees, applicants for admission and employment, and other persons from all forms of sex discrimination, including discrimination based on gender identity or failure to conform to stereotypical notions of masculinity or femininity. All students (as well as other persons) at recipient institutions are protected by Title IX – regardless of their sex, sexual orientation, gender identity, part-or full-time status, disability, race, or national origin-in all aspects of a recipient’s educational programs and activities.” 
If any student experiences sexual misconduct or harassment, and/or racial or ethnic discrimination on Three Rivers Community College Campus, or fears for their safety from a threat while on campus, please contact Maria Krug at mkrug@trcc.commnet.edu or 860 215 9280.
Final grade distribution:
Four essays, with all drafts and post-writes: 60 percent

In-class exams and quizzes: 10 percent

Class participation, including homework and in-class writing warmups: 10 percent

Midterm exam: 10 percent

Final exam: 10 percent

Note: Your text is on back order. Until it arrives in the bookstore, I will provide you with copies of the material, or make it available via an online link.
CLASS SCHEDULE
	
	WEEK ONE: Introduction to writing as a process 

	Wed.

 8/29
	Introduction to course requirements; review of syllabus, textbooks & materials and class rules; in-class survey distributed; how to format papers and homework; introduction to elements of rhetoric; in-class essay.
Homework for 9/5: First reading, Chapter 1 from The Three Rivers Reader (TRR),  “Starting an Argument” (p. 6), and “Shitty First Drafts” by Anne Lamott (176).
First homework/journal entry: In Lamott's essay, she talks about her inner critical voices. Sum up her essay in a paragraph, then write a dialogue with someone who is criticizing your writing. It might be a past teacher, a parent, a peer, or your own inner voice. What is this voice saying to you? How can you respond? Your homework should be 1.5 pages, handwritten.

	
	WEEK TWO: Introduction to the tools of argument

	Mon.
9/3
	LABOR DAY – NO SCHOOL

	Wed.

9/5
	Due: First journal entry (handwritten on loose-leaf paper)
In-class: writing warmup
Discuss: Writing as a process; introduction to basic rhetorical terms.
Assignment for 9/10: Read C. 2, “Persuasive Arguments” (28) and “How to Mark a Book” by Mortimer J. Adler (170), both from TRR
Homework/journal: Sum up Adler's thesis in one paragraph. Then identify and describe one rhetorical device Adler uses. What is it, how does it work, and is it effective? Why or why not?

	
	WEEK THREE: What is the value of education?

	Mon.

9/10
	Due: Adler journal
In-class: Writing warmup
Discuss: The use of pathos, logos, and ethos. The importance of reading, writing, and research.

Homework/journal for 9/12: Read “Generative Arguments” (59) and “The Death of Reading” by Mitchell Stephens (221). For one day, keep a rhetoric log – noting all the times you were called upon to respond in writing to an image, message, or situation. (Directions to be distributed in class.)

	Wed.

9/12
	Due: Rhetoric log
In-class: Writing warmup
Discuss: Rhetorical approaches; Stephens essay; reading strategies; the importance of literacy; Grammar lesson No. 1: sentences
Homework for 9/17: Read Nicholson Baker's “Fortress of Tedium” from the 

New York Times Magazine and an excerpt from Henry David Thoreau's Walden (both supplied). Study for quiz on rhetorical terms and grammar.

	
	WEEK FOUR: Introduction to revision, or writing as process, part 2



	Mon.

 9/17
	QUIZ on the elements of rhetoric & first grammar lesson
In class: Writing warmup
Discuss: Thoreau and Baker essays; introduction to Thoreau and Emerson; applying rhetorical terms; Grammar lesson No. 2: verbs and other parts of speech
Homework for 9/19: Read “The Human Cost of an Illiterate Society,” by Jonathan Kozol (268), and “Is Google Making Us Stupid?” by Nicholas Carr (647). Study for grammar quiz on parts of speech.
First essay assigned: A four-page critical analysis of an essay. Full directions to be distributed. First draft due Sept. 24; final draft due Oct. 1. For Wednesday 9/19, pick the essay you have chosen and bring it to class for an in-class exercise.

	Wed.

9/19
	Grammar Quiz: Parts of speech
In class: Writing warmup (practice summarizing arguments)
Discuss: Discuss Kozol and Carr essays. MLA lesson No. 1, in-text citation and formatting.
Homework for 9/24: Write first draft of essay and bring two copies to class for peer review and in-class work. Bring an MLA guide as well.

	
	WEEK FIVE: Questions of identity (Who am I?)

	Mon.

9/24
	Due: First draft, Essay No. 1
In class: Peer and class discussion of essay drafts, with writing exercise. Five-point bonus for bringing full draft (at least 2.5 pages); 5-point deduction for not participating.
Discuss: Prewriting, brainstorming, looping, invention, thesis, revision. MLA lesson No. 2: the Works Cited
Homework for 9/26: Read “The Act of Writing: One Man's Method” by William Zinsser (197) and “The Maker's Eye: Revising Your Own Manuscripts” by Donald Murray (182). Apply one lesson from either essay to your draft, and submit with revisions highlighted.


	Wed. 

9/26
	Due: Revised section of essay
MLA Quiz on formatting, Works Cited, in-text citation
Discuss: Revision techniques. In-class exercise using homework.
Homework for 10/1: Read “Critical Reading and Rhetorical Analysis” (77)
Reminder: Final draft of your essay is due Monday!

	
	WEEK SIX: Exploring identity through race, class, and gender


	Mon. 

10/1
	Due: Final draft of Essay No. 1, in a folder with all drafts and exercises, including all writing warmups up to this point.
In class: Post-write
Discuss: Critical reading and thinking. Inductive and deductive reasoning. Grammar lesson No. 3: Possessives, pronouns and prepositions
Homework for 10/3: “Self-Reliance” by Ralph Waldo Emerson (supplied) and “Predictable Crises of Adulthood” by Gail Sheehy (679). In a journal entry, identify two sentences from each essay (four in total) that could be used as evidence in an essay comparing the two views of individuality. Discuss what thesis they suggest.

	Wed.

10/3
	Due: Homework on examples
Grammar quiz: Possessives, pronouns and prepositions
In class: writing warmup
Discuss: Sheehy and Emerson essays. Exploring the role of the individual through writing. Synthesizing others' ideas. Working from example to thesis.
Homework for 10/8: Read “White Privilege: Unpacking the Invisible Knapsack” by Peggy McIntosh (408). Reading quiz Monday!

	
	WEEK SEVEN: Using writing to make change

	Mon.

10/8
	Quick Quiz: “White Privilege”
In class: Writing warmup; beginning discussion of McIntosh essay; Grammar lesson No. 4: Punctuation
Homework/journal for 10/10: Read “What to the Slave is the Fourth of July?” (393) by Frederick Douglass. In a journal entry, summarize Douglass's argument and write a personal response.

	Wed.

10/10
	Grammar Quiz: punctuation
Due: Journal on Frederick Douglass essay
In class: Writing warmup
Discuss: White privilege and the Douglass essay. Unpacking rhetorical technique and synthesizing a response. Review for Monday's exam.
Homework for 10/15: Study for exam!


	
	WEEK EIGHT: Writing to make change; gender and identity

	Mon.

10/15
	MIDTERM EXAM covering all material up to this point.
Assign: Essay No. 2, a four-page synthesis essay of two works, from a list provided (directions to be distributed). First draft due Mon. 10/22, final draft due Monday 10/29. Bring the two chosen works to class on Wednesday.

Homework for 10/17: Read “Crediting, Quoting, Paraphrasing, and Summarizing” (99).

	Wed.

10/17
	Due: Topic for Essay No. 2.
In class: writing warmup
Discuss: Synthesizing material; weighing in with original connections; plagiarism avoidance.
Homework for 10/22: Write first draft of Essay No. 2. Bring two copies to class on Monday.

	
	WEEK NINE: Gender and identity, continued

	Mon.

10/22
	Due: First draft, Essay No. 2. Bring two copies and an MLA guide.
In class: Writing warmup. Writing workshop on Essay No. 2. Five-point incentive applies. Grammar lesson No. 5: Tricky rules on parallel construction, modifiers, antecedents, restrictive/nonrestrictive clauses.
Homework for 10/24: Read “The Gender Blur” by Deborah Blum (616) and “Sex, Lies, and Conversation” by Deborah Tannen (557). Identify the rhetorical techniques used in each essay. Which essay is stronger (more persuasive)? Why?


	Wed.

10/24
	Discuss: Blum and Tannen readings, and the role that tone and stance play in writing and rhetoric.
Homework for 10/29: Read “Femininity” by Susan Brownmiller (626). Finish Essay No. 2!

	
	WEEK 10: Building ethos through research

	Mon.

10/29
	Due: Final draft, Essay No. 2, typed, formatted, and proofread, with all revisions, peer comments, drafts and writing warmups since 10/1, in a folder.
In class: Post-write. Writing warmup. Discussion of “Femininity” and the role of definition in argumentation.
Homework for 10/31: Read “Research Papers and Reports – Arguing with Research” (117) and “Race Matters” by Cornel West

	Wed.

10/31
	Quick Quiz on research methodology
In class: Discussion of Cornel West essay. Use of evidence in argumentation. 
Assign: Essay No. 3. In this essay (five to six pages), you will combine the techniques of synthesis, definition, and cause and effect. Full directions to be distributed in class. Annotated bibliography: due 11/7; First draft: due 11/12; final draft, due 11/19. For Monday 11/5, bring three possible sources for your essay.

	
	WEEK 11: The individual in society

	Mon.
11/5
	Due: Three sources for Essay No. 3
In class: Writing warmup
Discuss: Introduction to the annotated bibliography; finding sources in library databases.
Homework for 11/7: Complete an annotated bibliography with five possible sources for Essay No. 3. Read “Letter from Birmingham Jail” by Martin Luther King Jr. (326)

	Wed.

11/7
	Due: Annotated bibliography
Discuss: Persuading others to make change; authority; the nature and definition of facts and evidence. Discussing King's ethos.
Homework for 11/12: Complete first draft of Essay No. 3. Bring two copies to class on Tuesday.

	
	WEEK 12: Introduction to metaphor, symbolism, analogy

	Mon.

11/12
	Due: First draft of Essay No. 3.
In class: Writing warmup. Writing workshop on Essay No. 3; bring MLA guide and two copies of your paper.
Homework for 11/14: Read “Why Don't We Complain?” by William F. Buckley Jr. (317) and “Civil Disobedience” by Thoreau (361). Pick two sentences in the essays (one from each) that seem to relate to one another. Discuss what you believe is the role of the individual in society.

	Wed.

11/14
	Due: Journal on Thoreau and Buckley
In class: Writing warmup
Discuss: Toward a personal philosophy. The role of reading and experience in developing ideas. Facts vs. feelings.
Homework for 11/19: Finish Essay No. 3. Read “Language” by Ralph Waldo Emerson (supplied).

	
	WEEK 13: Analogy in language, continued

	Mon.

11/19
	Due: Essay No. 3, with annotated bibliography, notes and drafts, including writing warmups since 10/29.
In class: Post-write. Writing warmup.
Discuss: The role of analogy and metaphor in thinking and writing. Discussion of examples.
Homework for 11/26: Read “The Lost Woods” by Edwin Way Teale and an excerpt from “Nature” by Emerson (both supplied). 

	Wed.

11/21
	NO CLASS – HAPPY THANKSGIVING!

	
	WEEK 14: Writing the longer research paper

	Mon.

11/26
	Reading quiz on Teale and Emerson
In class: Writing warmup
Discuss: The role of metaphor in writing. The power of the anecdote. 
Assign: Essay No. 4, a research paper of 7-9 pages. In this paper, you will be required to select a topic, research, compose a thesis and defend it. Your topic is due Wednesday 11/28. The first draft is due Monday 12/3 and the final draft is due Wednesday 12/5.
Homework for 11/28: Read “How to Say Nothing in 500 Words,” by Paul Roberts (206). Write a journal entry on what techniques you can use to make your research subject original and provocative. Use as many course terms as possible.



	Wed.

11/28
	Due: Topic for Essay No. 4; journal on research paper.
In class: writing warmup
Discuss: Roberts essay. How to avoid common pitfalls in writing longer papers. Refresher workshop on MLA, using library databases, and other research methods.
Homework for 12/3: Write first draft of last essay. Bring list of three key points you want to make.

	
	WEEK 15: The longer paper, continued

	Mon.

12/3
	Due: First draft of final essay for workshop; three key points for exercise; bring two copies of essay for workshop
In class: Writing warmup. Thesis exercise. Discussion of research, rhetoric, ideas: putting it all together. 
Discuss: Continued help with research.
Homework for 12/5: Finish final paper!

	Wed.

12/5
	Due: Final project, in a folder, typed, formatted and proofread, with all revisions and peer comments, and writing warmups from Nov. 19 to present
In class: Writing warmup. Beginning final exam review.

Homework for 12/10: For final exam, read an excerpt from Walden by Thoreau and “Tweeting @ Thoreau” by John Tinnell (Boston Review). Write a summary of each piece and synthesize their main points. Bring three questions you have about the final exam review sheet.
Note: Dec. 7 is the last day to withdraw (Dec. 9 online)

	
	WEEK 16: Wrapping up

	Mon.

12/10
	Due: Questions about final exam review, summary of readings for final exam.
In class: Writing warmup; discussion of Thoreau and Tinnell essays; continued review.



	Wed.
12/12
	LAST DAY – FINAL EXAM



NOTICE:  Changes or additions to this schedule will be announced in class or distributed. 
Fall 2018


M/W 3 to 4:15 p.m.
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