CRN 31869

Criminal Law 1
CJS K211
Fall 2018
Three Rivers Community College

574 New London Turnpike

Norwich, Connecticut 06360

Room D105

6:30 – 9:15 p.m.

Instructor; Jeffrey V. Nixon, M.S.

jnixon@trcc.commnet.edu
Phone 860-215-9478 office

Office C148
Office hours: Mon. & Wed.  4:30 p.m. - 5:30 p.m.

Tues. 3:30 – 5:30 p.m.

Thu. & Fri. by agreed upon appointment 
I. Course Description:

This course involves comprehensive study of sources, distinctions, and limitations relating to criminal law; the development of criminal law in the United States; the principles of criminal liability; various crimes and their elements; and the criteria considered in determining capacity and defenses. Connecticut Penal Code is used to relate Model Penal Code and Common Law materials specifically to Connecticut. Case studies and briefs are used to emphasize the acts, the mental state, and the attendant circumstances that are necessary ingredients in proving crimes.
II. Course Goals and Objectives:

Students will be able to: 

· Recognize and apply codified resources in the study of criminal law, to include but not limited to common law foundations, federal and state code, ordinances, other regulatory acts and case law.

· Identify elements of criminal conduct and make review of requisite circumstances in establishment of probable cause findings and limitations related to criminal law.

· Compare and contrast Connecticut Penal Code, Model Penal Code and Common Law materials specifically to Connecticut. 

· Analyze case studies and briefs used to emphasize the acts, the mental state, and the attendant circumstances that are necessary ingredients in proving criminal liability.  

· Apply criteria considered in determining levels of intent, capacity and defenses in matters of criminal law.
· Prepare written and oral argument regarding facts & circumstances presented and application of specific code(s) of criminal conduct.  
III. Instructional Methods:
A. Lecture

B. Facilitated discussion

C. Practical exercises & activities demonstrating theories and discussion points
D. Site visit(s) as authorized 
IV. Required Text:
Criminal Law,” Pollock, Joycelyn ISBN- 978-1-59345-504-0 
V. Disabilities Statement (Three Rivers Community College):
If you are a student with a disability and believe you will need accommodations for this class, it is your responsibility to contact the Disabilities Counseling Services at 860-215-9289.  To avoid any delay in the receipt of accommodations, you should contact the counselor as soon as possible.  Please note that I cannot provide accommodations based upon disability until I have received an accommodation letter from the Disabilities Counselor.  Your cooperation is appreciated.
VI. Course Outline/ class meetings:

TBA – separate Reading/ Assignment outline

VII. Evaluation procedures:
Exams, Tests, Quizzes

30%

Evaluative Writing

35%

Project(s)


30%

Participation


05%

VIII. Grade scale:
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=
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-
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F
=
00
-
59


W
=
Withdrawal


I
=
Incomplete


P / F
=
Pass / Fail


AU
=
Audit

IX. College Withdrawal Policy

A verbal “drop or withdrawal” from course(s) cannot be accepted by the instructor.  Students must complete the required form and file it with the Registrar’s Office.  Students may drop or withdraw from a course up to the 12th week of the semester; the exact ending date for the drop period is listed in the academic calendar.

X. Instructor’s Attendance Policy

Consistent attendance at class meetings is crucial to success in this course.  You are expected to attend all classes in order to receive full benefit from instruction.  Absence must be communicated in advance to instructor (emails & Phone# provided – communication is critical to our success).  Students missing more than (5) hours of class will be encouraged to consider the school’s withdrawal policy.  
XI. Academic Dishonesty

Conduct which as its intent or effect the false representation of a student’s academic performance and/or knowingly and intentionally assisting another student to do so in any way constitute academic dishonesty.  In the event of academic dishonesty, the College’s policy will be enforced.   A full dissertation of said policy is available on the TRCC website.
XIV.     Electronic Devices etc. 

Students are notified that cellular devices are allowed in class or in the Learning Resource Center only if they are turned off or turned to a silent mode.  Under no circumstances are phones to be answered in class.  When there are extenuating circumstances that require that a student be available by phone, the student should speak to the instructor prior to class so that together they can arrive at an agreement.  Tablets and other technology are welcomed as long as they are being used for note taking/ participative class purposes.  The instructor reserves the right to have any person removed from class - who disrupts/ interrupts/ interferes with the ability of others to participate, due to such misuse or abuse as determined by the instructor.  The student will be required to obtain materials and/ or notes for the missed session(s).
XV.  
Digication Portfolio (Three Rivers Community College):
All students are required to maintain an online learning portfolio in Digication that uses the college template. Through this electronic tool students will have the opportunity to monitor their own growth in college-wide learning. The student will keep his/her learning portfolio and may continue to use the Digication account after graduation. A Three Rivers General Education Assessment Team will select and review random works to improve the college experience for all. Student work reviewed for assessment purposes will not include names and all student work will remain private and anonymous for college improvement purposes. Students will have the ability to integrate learning from the classroom, college, and life in general, which will provide additional learning opportunities. If desired, students will have the option to create multiple portfolios
The instructor reserves the right to modify/ amend/ change the syllabus to best meet instructional needs in fulfillment of the course objectives.  Jeff Nixon
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