
ECE K182 

Child Development 

SPRING 2010 

Three Rivers Community College 

6:00-8:00 p.m., Tuesdays & Thursdays 

 

Courtney Read, M.Ed. 

Early Childhood Instructor 

301-4438 (mobile phone) 

read4earlyed@cox.net 

 

Contact Hours: 5:00-6:00 p.m., Tuesdays & Thursdays, and by appointment 

 

Required Text: 

Charlesworth, Rosalind. Understanding Child Development (8th Ed.). Wadsworth, Cengage 

Learning, 2011.    

 

Additional readings will be assigned throughout the semester. 

 

Course Description:.  This course presents the basic principles, current research, and traditional 

theories of child development, from the prenatal period to the onset of adolescence, with an 

emphasis on the earlier years of childhood. Students will be guided in the development of a 

scientific and objective attitude toward the interpretation of child behavior and will study various 

methods of conducting research in child development. They will observe children and analyze 

their behavior in each of the following areas: physical abilities and motor skills, cognitive 

abilities, as well as social and emotional development.  

Prerequisite: ENG* K101 eligibility or permission of the Program Coordinator based on ECE 

work experience. 

 

Course Objectives: 

o Develop an understanding of the diverse theoretical frameworks of child development. 

o Increase understanding of child behavior (both typical and atypical) and how children  

  differ in their development and approaches to learning.  

o Understand and interpret how children grow and develop through successive stages, 

 including all developmental domains. 

 

 

Course Outcomes: 

o Students will articulate the major theoretical approaches in child development, develop  

 a personal learning theory and conduct research to promote understanding of  

 how theory relates to best practice. 

o Students will understand what young children are like and what the multiple influences  

 are on their development and learning. (NAEYC Standard 1)  

o Students will learn and analyze the importance of involving all families in their children’s  

 development and learning. (NAEYC Standard 2) 

o Students will analyze the importance of being a continuous and collaborative learner. 

(NAEYC Standard 5)                                  1 
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Policies: 

Class attendance is required. Students are expected to attend each class session, to arrive 

promptly, and to stay until the closing of class each day.  The greatest amount of learning occurs 

during class time, where group activities and interactive assignments allow for learning not 

covered by the text and required assignments.  Students who deviate from this policy will lose 

five (5) points for every session missed and three (3) points for late arrivals and/or early 

departures.  As this course is offered over a condensed period of time, missing three (3) or 

more classes will result in the student being asked to withdraw from the class.  Attendance 

is taken at the beginning of class. Lateness is disruptive, discourteous and usually unwarranted. 

Please be on time. 

 

The student is responsible for all materials covered in class as well as the assignments. If a 

student misses a class, it is the student’s responsibility to get the notes from another student.  

Learn to rely on your syllabus and / or another student. You may want to share your contact 

information with other students to help facilitate this process.  If you are unable to attend class, 

please notify the Instructor as soon as possible. 

 

Active participation in class discussions and activities is required. Students are expected to 

complete assigned readings prior to class and come prepared to discuss them.  Throughout the 

course there will be other written assignments to help guide your studies which will be handed in 

and counted as part of your participation grade.  

Spelling and grammar will be included as part of the grade for all written work. Thus, proper 

spelling and careful proofreading are important.  

 

Take home tests will not be accepted beyond the scheduled due date. Any missed exams and late 

assignments will carry a penalty.  Please contact the Instructor well in advance with regard to any 

conflicts with dates of assignments due, or exams to make alternative arrangements.  Make-ups 

for in class, scheduled tests are not allowed, unless arrangements are made with the Instructor 

well in advance.  

 

It is assumed that all assignments will be completed and turned in on time. Points may be 

deducted from a late assignment in accordance with the subsequent rubric. Assignments will not 

be accepted beyond a one-week extension.  

 

Computers and other forms of technology are prohibited during tests. Cell phones, pagers, ipods, 

and other similar devices must be turned off during class. Texting or using your cell phones 

during class is not acceptable and are cause for dismissal from class. 

 

If you have any problems with the course or material, please call or arrange for an appointment 

with the Instructor. Students who are not able to complete the course need to speak immediately 

with the Instructor and we will try to work together to have you complete the class successfully. 

 

Students requiring special provisions for class instruction and/or assessments must notify the 

Instructor during the first class session, providing medical documentation of all conditions 

requiring accommodations and specifying accommodations needed.    
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Assignments and related goals for the course include the following: 

 

1.  Theory Assignment:  Each student will choose 1 or 2 theories that are meaningful to their own 

ideas and practices.  Students will learn about and discuss many different theories in class and through 

assigned the readings.  Students will produce a written paper that: introduces the theory, provides 

evidence to support its merit and reflects on children’s needs and the role the theory/theories plays in 

promoting development.  This assignment will also provide the opportunity to discuss possible 

challenges that may occur when applying theory in a professional setting. A detailed description of this 

assignment and a grading rubric will be provided by the Instructor.  (40 points) 

**This assignment will be due on June 22nd** 

                 

2.  Three Exams on all course content addressed in class, assigned readings from the text, and 

handouts distributed in class will be given.  Test format includes multiple choice, short answer, 

and essay questions.  A test review will be conducted in class one week prior to each exam date.  

Students will demonstrate an in-depth understanding of course content.  (50 points) 

 

Exam 1: 20 points   Exam 2: 15 points   Exam 3: 15 points 

Tuesday, May 25th   Thursday, June 10th    Tuesday, June 29th  

(take home)    (in class)    (in class) 

 

3.  Participation and Attendance:  Students should expect that assessments will be made 

throughout the course using the criteria of: participation in class discussion, attendance, evidence 

of research and preparation, written assignments as deemed by the Instructor and demonstration 

of knowledge covered in this course through group activities. As stated in the Policies on page 2 

of this syllabus, attendance is required in order to fully understand and practice information 

learned from this course.  (10 points) 

 

Grading: 100 possible points         
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Schedule: 

 

Tuesday, May 11th: 

 

I.   Introduction and exchange of contact information.  Syllabus overview. 

II.  How learning occurs: perception, memory, attention, sensory input.   

III. Learning styles: Auditory, Kinesthetic, Visual. 

IV. Technology as a means of learning. Exceptional children.   

V.  Assigned readings for next class- Chapters 1 & 2 (pp. 1- 26) 

 

Thursday, May 13th: 

 

I.    Defining theories.  Types of theories. 

II.   Influential theorists: Piaget, Vygotsky, Skinner, Maslow, Erikson, Bandura, Brofenbrenner. 

III. Developmental domains: Cognitive, Physical, Affective and Motor. 

IV. Assigned readings for next class- Chapters 3 & 5 (pp. 27-40, 72-87) 

 

Tuesday, May 18th: 

 

I.   Play as a vehicle for children’s learning.  Values of play.  Stages of play. 

II.  Theories of play.  Different mediums that promote play. 

III. Assessment and observation: documentation methods and tools.  

IV. Developmentally appropriate practice in assessment. 

V.  Assigned readings for next class- Chapters 6 & 7 (pp. 91-153) 

 

Thursday, May 20th:  

 

I.    Environmental considerations for promoting development.   

II.   Adults roles in children’s learning.  Theory-based approaches to learning. 

III.  Effects of culture and society on children’s learning.  Home-school connections. 

IV. At-risk families; special circumstances that influence learning. 

V.  Review for Exam #1 (take home) 

VI. Assigned readings for next class- Chapters 8, 9 & 10 (pp. 155-197) 

 

Tuesday, May 25th: 

 

I.   Natural conception.  Reproductive technology and diverse avenues into parenthood. 

II.  Prenatal development: stages, environmental factors, teratogens, chromosomes and genetics. 

III. The birth of a child: delivery methods. 

IV. Neonatal development.   

V.  Exam #1 (take home) 

VI. Assigned readings for next class- Chapters 11, 12, 13 & 14 (pp. 198-276) 
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Thursday, May 27th: 

 

I.    Infancy: developmental milestones, health, safety and nutrition, brain development. 

II.   Theories of infant development: Attachment, Psychosocial, Cognitive, Social-Cultural. 

III.  Parenting infants.  Roles, culture, employment, environment. 

IV. Teaching infants.  Environment, play, interaction. 

V.  Assigned readings for next class- Chapters 15, 16 & 17 (pp. 277-334) 

 

Tuesday, June 1st: 

 

I.   Exam #1 due  

II.  Toddlers: developmental milestones, health, safety and nutrition, brain development,  

      autonomy, self-concept.             

III. Theories of toddler development: Psychosocial, Cognitive, Social-Cultural, Behaviorist. 

IV. Parenting toddlers.  Roles, toilet training, guidance, language. 

V.  Teaching toddlers.  Environment, play, interaction. 

VI. Assigned readings for next class- Chapters 18 & 19 (pp. 335-372) 

 

Thursday, June 3rd: 

 

I.   Preschool and Kindergarten: physical development: health, safety and nutrition, brain 

     development. 

II.  Motor development in preschool and kindergarten: fine and gross motor milestones. 

III. Parenting for motor development.  Parenting styles, supporting growth and development. 

IV. Teaching for motor development: Environment, outdoor play, strategies for motor  

      development. 

V.  Assigned readings for next class- Chapters 20-24 (pp. 373-456, 476-500) 

 

Tuesday, June 8th: 

 

I.   Preschool and Kindergarten: cognitive development: metacognition, divergent and convergent 

     thinking, cognitive structure, logical thinking. 

II.  Theories of young children’s development: Psychosocial, Cognitive, Social-Cultural 

III. Language development: expressive and receptive language, dual language learners, literacy. 

IV. Parenting for cognitive development. Cultural influences, supporting emergent literacy. 

V.  Teaching for cognitive development.  Environment, whole-language approach, stages of writing. 

VI. Review for Exam #2 

VI. Assigned readings for next class- Chapter 23 (pp. 457-475) 

 

Thursday, June 10th: 

 

I.   Defining intelligence.  IQ testing and scoring.  Multiple intelligence theory. 

II.  Defining creativity.  Giftedness. 

III. Exam #2 (in class) 

IV. Assigned readings for next class- Chapters 25, 26 & 27 (pp. 502-590) 

 

5 



Tuesday, June 15th: 

 

I.   Preschool and Kindergarten: affective development: understanding emotions, mortality,  

     gender roles, self-concept, peer relationships. 

II.  Theories of young children’s development: Psychosocial, Cognitive, Social-Cultural,  

     Behaviorist, Constructivist 

III. Parenting for affective development.  Socialization, structure, behavioral challenges. 

IV. Teaching for affective development.  Self-regulation, classroom conflict, rough and tumble  

      play, avoiding gender classification. 

V.  Assigned readings for next class- Chapters 28 & 29 (pp. 591-626) 

 

Thursday, June 17th: 

 

I.   From preschool to grade school: efforts for continuity of care. 

II.  Readiness for grade school.  Developmentally appropriate assessment techniques. 

III. School age children: physical and motor development: health, safety and nutrition, sports, 

      outdoor play, gross and fine motor milestones. 

IV. Assigned readings for next class- Chapter 30 (pp. 627-651) 

 

Tuesday, June 22nd: 

 

I.   School age children: cognitive development: problem-solving, logical thinking, literacy,  

     language. 

II.  Theories of school age children’s development: Cognitive, Social-Cultural. 

III. Parenting for cognitive development.  Changes in parenting styles.  Regional and national  

      agencies to support families with exceptional children. 

IV. Teaching for cognitive development.  Appropriate use of technology, classroom guidance and 

      management, appropriate vs. inappropriate curriculum practices. 

V.  Theory assignment due 

VI. Assigned readings for next class- Chapter 31 (pp. 652-676) 

 

Thursday, June 24th:  

 

I.   School age children: affective development: social networks, peer relationships, antisocial  

     behaviors, stress, self-esteem, morality. 

II.  Theories of school age children’s affective development: Psychosocial, Behaviorist, Social. 

III. Parenting for affective development.  Methods of discipline, social and cultural expectations. 

IV. Teaching for affective development.  Scaffolding, creating a community of learners, antibias 

      approach, engaging families. 

V.  Review for Exam #3 

 

Tuesday, June 29th:  

I.   Exam #3 (in class) 

 

Thursday, July 1st: 

I.  Make up class.  Returning of materials.  Questions & Answers.  Last class celebration! 
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