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Math 137 Intermediate Algebra 
Syllabus 

COURSE K137, 11626 SECTION T16 

INSTRUCTOR: Ronald Piccoli – Phone: (860) 887-2163, 
Leave your name, number, message and the best day and time for a return call.  
E-MAIL: rpiccoli@trcc.commnet.edu  

COURSE DESCRIPTION: This course extends the basic algebra skills acquired 
in MAT 095.  The topics include: linear equations, functions, applications of 
systems of equations, rational expressions and equations, operations on 
radicals, rational exponents, quadratic equations exponential and logarithmic 
equations and basic right triangle trigonometry. 

PREREQUISITE: Acceptable placement score or MAT K095 

TRANSFERABILITY: This course is generally not transferable to four year 
colleges although some schools will accept it as an elective if they offer a similar 
course the skills in this course however are needed in all transferable 
mathematics courses.  

TEXTBOOK: The required textbook for the course is ELEMENTARY and 
INTERMEDIATE ALGEBRA: Graphs and Models Fourth Edition by Bittinger, 
Ellenbogen and Johnson.  The supplementary Student Solution Manual is not 
required but is recommended if you expect to have difficulty with the course.  
Additional assistance can be received by using the self help software available 
on-line. 

GRAPHING CALCULATOR: A graphing calculator is required in this course 
and will be integral to our work throughout the semester.  I will be demonstrating 
techniques in class using a TI-83 model but any calculator with equivalent 
features would be acceptable.  If you are unfamiliar with the operation of the 
graphing calculator it would be easier to have a model similar to the TI-83, as 
each calculator has different ways of accessing and displaying functions and 
graphs. 

MY MATH LAB: For those who would like more help, you can access 
MYMATHLAB on the Internet.  Use the link www.coursecompass.com to get to 
the site CourseCompass.  You will have to register using the access kit in your 
book, containing your six letter code. Once logged on go to Algebra Spring 
2014 and use piccoli49099 to access the site.  Use the Study Plan section to 
select problems from each chapter and section that you would like to practice. 

http://www.coursecompass.com/
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ATTENDANCE: Attendance will be taken every class and those who attend 
class demonstrate that they are trying and will be given benefits accordingly.  
Tardiness is not acceptable, as it disrupts the rest of the class.  If you are 
unable to make the class on time every day you should schedule a different 
class time.  Cell phones should be turned off during class. 

 
HOMEWORK: An assignment will be given at the end of each class. You are 
expected to have completed it by the next class. Solutions will be reviewed in 
class. 
 
TESTS & QUIZES: There will be approximately six tests and several quizzes. 
Each quiz is worth 100 points. Each test is equivalent to two quizzes.  .   
 
MAKE-UP TESTS: If you miss a quiz or a test you must make it up by the next 
class.  Failure to make up a quiz or a test will result in an "F” grade on that quiz 
or test. 
 
GRADES: One quiz grade will be dropped.  The rest of the grades will be 
weighted and averaged to give you your final grade. 
 
OFFICE HOURS: The hour prior to class or by appointment. 
 
TENTATIVE SCHEDULE: 
 
COURSE OUTLINE:   
 

Day Sections Assignments 

24-Jan Intro, 3.2 PG 182-183, 9-81 E4 (1, 5, 9, 13, 17 etc) 

27-Jan 3.3  PG 191-192, 5-85 E4 

29-Jan 3.5 PG 207-213, 1-77 E4 

31-Jan 3.6 PG 223-225, 1-91 E5 

3-Feb 3.7 PG 238-242, 1-96 E5;  

5-Feb 3.8 PG 255-259, 1-109 E6 

7-Feb Review Study 

10-Feb Test 1  

12-Feb 5.3 PG 359-362, 1-106 E5,  
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Day Sections Assignments 

14-Feb 6.1 PG 434-437, 1-115 E6 

19-Feb 6.2 PG 445-447, 1-77 E4,  

21-Feb 6.3 PG 455-456, 1-77 E4,  

24-Feb 6.4, Quiz PG 464-465, 1-106 E5 

26-Feb 6.5 PG 470-471, 1-74 E4 

28-Feb 6.7 PG 486-491, 1-55 E5  

3-Mar Review   

5-Mar Test 2   

7-Mar 7.1 PG 511-513, 1-86 E4;  

10-Mar 7.2 PG 518-519, 1-82 E4 

12-Mar 7.3 PG 526-528, 1-91 E4 

14-Mar 7.4, Quiz PG 534-535, 1-78 E4 

24-Mar 7.6,  PG 553-555, 1-77 E4 

26-Mar 7.7 PG 565-566, 1-36 E4 

28-Mar 7.8 PG 577-580, 1-77 E4 

31-Mar Review   

2-Apr Test 3  

4-Apr 10.1,  PG 705-707, 1-120 E6;  

7-Apr 10.2 PG 714-715, 1-112 E6 

9-Apr 10.3,  PG 721-723, 1-99 E4;  

11-Apr Quiz, 10.5 PG 735-737, 1-111 E6 

14-Apr 10.6,  PG 744-745, 1-62 E4;  

16-Apr 10.7 PG 754, 13 – 27, 45 

18-Apr 10.8 PG 763-764, 1-98 E4  

21-Apr Review   

23-Apr Test 4   

25-Apr 11.1,  PG 783-785, 1-87 E4;  

28-Apr 11.2 PG 791-792, 1-58 E4 

30-Apr 11.3,  PG 795-797, 1-62 E4;  
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Day Sections Assignments 

2-May 11.4, Quiz PG 801-803, 1-46 E4 

5-May 11.6 PG 819-821, 1-91 E6 

7-May 11.7,  PG 830-831 1-83 E6,  

9-May Review   

12-May Test 5   

14-May 12.2 PG 873-875, 1-60 E4 

16-May 12.6 PG 907-909, 1-82 E4 

19-May 12.7 PG 920, 1-9, 21 
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