
THREE RIVERS COMMUNITY COLLEGE 
 

COURSE SYLLABUS 
 

Course Title: World Civilization II  Course #: K122 

 
Course Description: 3 Credits 
 

This course is a continuation of the survey of world cultures (Early World Civilizations) 

from the Age of Discovery to the present. HIS* K121 is not a prerequisite course for HIS* 

K122.Course fulfills International/Intercultural Requirement. 
 
 

Pre-requisite/Co-requisite: ENG* K101 placement∞ or completion of ENG* K100 with a 

“C”  (For this class this requirement will be strictly observed) 
 

Goals: 
 

 To identify and differentiate the types of historical sources, and attempts to assess the reliability 
of specific sources. 

 Recognize changes in the interpretation of specific periods, events, and/or circumstances that 
can lead to exploring factors that lead to changes and developments over time. 

 To place the development of societies within a national and international contexts and fully 
explain the connection between the two. 

 Explain the influence of social circumstances on specific historical events and explain some of the 
specifics of the connections. 

 Describe the impact of the past of subsequent historical events, explaining the cause in detail. 
 Explain the process of change over time and the multiple and interrelated factors that produce 

change 
 
Outcomes:  At the end of this course, students should be able to:  
 

 Analyze primary and secondary historical sources. 

 Describe and define the concept of historical agency 

 Explain the development of the Modern Era using the 5 stages of interrelated connections 

o The Commercial Revolution 

o Humanism and the Renaissance 

o The Protestant Reformation 

o The Scientific Revolution 

o The Enlightenment 

 Describe the Commercial Revolution of that resulted from the Age of Discovery and how it 

affected the different powers involved. 

 Describe the rise of Nationalism and how it evolved in different places in Europe  

 Explore the development of the Industrial Revolution and how it evolved in Britain and then 

throughout the world. 

 Understand how various peoples were affected by the changes in trade and commerce. 

 Understand how the Industrial Revolution is a major paradigm shift whereby the actors involved 

abandon agriculture to sustain their lives. 

 Understand the connection between the rise in Industrial Europe and its connection to 

militarization and World War I. 



 Understand the impact of particular events in the evolution and development of ideas and 

movements of peoples globally  (ex:  The French Revolution) 

 Describe the development of Industrialism and social effects it had upon the workers and owners 

alike. 

 Describe the development of the new international order beginning in 1648 with the Treaty of 

Westphalia and extended by the end of the Napoleonic Wars in 1815.   

 How did the international system extended in 1815 become a contributing factor in the lead up to 

World War I. 

College Policies 
 
Plagiarism:  Plagiarism and Academic Dishonesty are not tolerated at Three Rivers Community College.  
Violators of this policy will be subject to sanction.  Please refer to your “Student Handbook” under “Policy 
on Student Rights,” the Section entitled “Student Discipline,” or the College catalog for additional 
information. (The Penalty for Plagiarism in this class is expulsion from the class and a final grade 
of F)  

 
Americans with Disabilities Act (ADA): The College will make reasonable accommodations for persons 
with documented learning, physical, or psychiatric disabilities. Students should contact Counseling and 
Student Development Services at 860-383-527 and located at A119 on the first floor of the college 
 
School Cancellations:  If snowy or icy driving conditions cause the postponement or cancellation of 
classes, announcements will be made on local radio and television stations. Students may also log onto 
the College’s website at www.trcc.commnet.edu  call the college directly at 860-886-0177 to hear a 
recorded message. 
 
 

"Some course content as presented in Blackboard Learn is not fully supported on mobile 

devices at this time.  While mobile devices provide convenient access to check in and read 

information about your courses, they should not be used to perform work such as taking tests, 

quizzes, completing assignments, or submitting substantive discussion posts." 

 
 
 

http://www.trcc.commnet.edu/


COURSE OVERVIEW 
Spring 2014 

 

Course Title: World Civilization II  
 

Number & Section:   HIS K122 CRN# 3074 Course Type: Room D109 
  
Instructor: Professor Mike Green         

Phone: 203-903-0198 (skype) 

E-Mail: jgreen@nwcc.commnet.edu; mikegreen.newhaven@gmail.com 

Office hours: Can be arranged between student and professors via email.  

 
Text/Course Materials:  
 
Smith G Bonnie, et al.  .  Crossroads and Cultures:  A History of the World’s Peoples Volume 2:  Since 

1300.  New York:  Bedford-St Martins, 2013.  ISBN: 9780312570613 
 
Reilly, Kevin.  Worlds of History: A Comparative Reader Volume Two:  Since 1400.  New York:  Bedford-

St. Martins, 2013.  ISBN:  9781457617836 
 
Other materials will be provided in class. ; 
 
Required Technical Skills: 
 

 Create and modify various types of content using word processor software that can create doc, 
docx, and pdf files. 

 Create and upload pdf, doc, and docx documents 

 Create discussions in Blackboard 

 Create journals in Blackboard 

 If you do not have Microsoft word 2007 or better, there is a list of some free software programs 
that may help you 

o Free Kingsoft Office 2012 (recommended) 
o Libre Office  
o Open Office 

 Disclaimer:  the software recommended is free to download.  NWCC and the instructor do not 
make any claims about their safety or reliability.   

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

http://www.kingsoftstore.com/kingsoft-office-freeware.html
http://www.libreoffice.org/
http://www.openoffice.org/


Dates: (Week of) Topics Tentative Schedule:  
 
 

Week Beginning Reading (Approximate) Assignment Other Assignment 

Jan 23.  Chapter 17     

Jan  27 Chapter 17-18 Student Contract due by 

Friday, submit online 

  

Feb 3 Chapter 18-19 Drop/Add Deadline Feb. 4   

Feb 10 Chapter 19-20      

Feb 17 Chapter 20 Paper I Due Submit online 

Group Discussion 1 (Reilly 

Chapter 16 p. 609-636) Friday 

  

Feb 24 Chapter 21 .    

Mar 3 Chapter 21-22 Midterm passed out on 

Wednesday 

  

Mar 10   Midterm due on Wednesday  

Mar 17 Spring Break     

Mar 24 Chapter 22-23   

March 31 Chapter 23-24 Paper II Due Submit online on 

Wednesday.  Chapter 17, p. 

657-674 (Reilly Book) 

Group II Discussion-Friday 

 

April 7 Chapter 24-25    

April 14 Chapter  25-26     

April 28 Chapter 26-7 Paper III Due Submit online, 

Wednesday,  Chapter 20 768-

791(Reilly Book) 

Group III Discussion-Friday 

 

May 5 Chapter 27 

Classes end on May 8 

  Final Distributed May 

7, 2014 

  Final Due on May 14, 2014   

     

 
 
 
 



 
Grading Policy: The work you face is challenging but not impossible. You will be held responsible for 
all readings as they might show up on an exam or play an important role in class discussion.  The 
breakdown of the assignments and grading is as follows: 

 
  Discussion/ Journal/ Participation – 12.5% (1 @ 125 points) 
  3 Short papers- 37.5%(3 @ 125=375) 
   Final and Midterm  -    50%  (2 @250pts each=500) 
 

 
Final and Midterm Exams:  The Midterm and Final exam are take home exams and will consist of 4 
questions.  The student will be required to choose 2 questions and write out the answer in essay format.  
Students may obtain the exam on the day it is available. From the date of availability, students have 1 
week to write their answers and submit the exam.  Late exams will not be accepted.  
 
Course papers:  This semester students will write three short papers based on the assigned readings 
from Kevin Reilly’s book Worlds of History: A Comparative Reader.  The papers will be uploaded and 
graded on Black Board.  About a week before the paper is due, students will be given a set of questions 
to base their essay(s). 
 
Discussion/ Journal/Participation:   
 
Late Assignments:  It is expected that all materials will be turned in on time.  However, an occasional 
event may occur that prevents items from being turned on time.  It is understood that if and assignment is 
late a reduction in the overall grade will be applied.  If a student has a planned absence and works it 
out ahead of time with the instructor the reduction may not apply.  Overall, late assignments are not 
accepted unless circumstances prevent its occurrence and the student has spoken to the instructor about 
the issue.  Do not assume that I will accept a late assignment if arrangements have NOT been made to 
discuss it.  Generally, after the Midterm exam has been turned in, no previous assignment will be 
accepted.  
 

Other Policies:  We will do our best to follow the syllabus, but as the great Scottish poet, Bobby Burns, 
wrote, “The best laid plans of mice and men gang aft agley.”  Changes are inevitable.  Days for 
discussion may be change due to the need to cover materials.   

 



 World Civilization II K122, Spring 2014, Professor J. Michael Green 

 

STUDENT CONTRACT AGREEMENT 

Read this agreement VERY carefully.  Answer all questions, “sign” it, and 

turn it in.  
 

1.  I understand that this course is not a “self-paced” course; I am prepared to work diligently 

on the material throughout each week.  I will also complete and submit my work according 

to announced deadlines.  
You must work at this course every day if you intend to be successful.  Be sure you complete the 

homework as close as possible to the suggested deadlines so that you will be prepared for the 

quizzes and exams. 

 
2.  I understand that work will not be accepted beyond announced deadlines except when 

arrangements have been made with the instructor. Such arrangements are solely at the 

discretion of the instructor in circumstances such as debilitating illness, death in the family, 

or legal/religious obligations.  

If serious circumstances prevent you from completing work within this time frame, you 

must notify the instructor prior to the late deadline. 

 
3.  I am comfortable enough with English that I will be able to read and understand a college 

level textbook. And I am knowledgeable enough with American Standard English to write 

using these grammatical rules.  If I do not know the correct syntax, I do know where to look 
up the answer either on the internet or in the library. Your ability to read and understand the 

textbook, and on-line written material, is essential to success in the course. 

 
4.  I will have purchased the required textbook no later than Jan 31, 2014. 

You will begin Chapter 1 on the first day of class.  Without having the text book at that 

time, you will be unable to participate fully or pass the first quiz 

 
5. I have regular access to a computer with a printer and Internet access. And I will check 

class announcements 1-3 times a week.  You will receive little to no hand outs in this class—

ALL information will be up on the course in Blackboard so it is imperative you have Internet 
access throughout the course.  There are multiple places on campus that allow you to access 

 

6. I understand that all written assignments will be written using the rules of American 

Standard English. I also understand that written assignments will be written using formal 
writing methods.    It is important to learn how to write for different situations.  Writing an 

email is much different than writing a paper.  It is important to practice formal writing to prepare 

for professional careers.   

 
7. I know how to open Word and Adobe Acrobat (PDF) files and know the computer I will use 

has all this software.   
You will be accessing Word and Adobe Acrobat files each week to retrieve the homework and you 

must have the ability to open these documents.   

 



8. I have an active e-mail account that I check frequently. If for any reason this email address 

changes, I will immediately change the email address with Three Rivers Community 

College and send an email to the professor. 

The instructor frequently email students reminders and important information about 

schedule changes etc.  The instructor will send out emails to student accounts so your 

email address MUST be current with Three Rivers Community College or you will miss 

important information 

 
9. If I have a documented learning disability and require accommodations in this course.  

The College will make reasonable accommodations for persons with documented learning, physical, or 

psychiatric disabilities. Students should contact Counseling and Student Development Services at 860-383-

527 and located at A119 on the first floor of the college. 

 
10. I will contact the instructor immediately if any problems arise.  

If you are struggling with any aspect of the course, or unexpected personal difficulties arise, you 

should always contact the instructor immediately. The instructor very much wants to see you 

succeed in the course and will make every effort to help you do so. 

 
11.  I have read the Syllabus in its entirety and understand that this course will adhere to the 

policies described therein.  In order to provide a fair and consistent learning experience to all 
students, the instructor will adhere to all policies outlined in the syllabus throughout the course. 

As questions arise about the course, students are encouraged to refer back the syllabus. 

 

12. I understand that when I email the professor there will be a 24-48 hour turn around time 

before I get an answer either officially or verbally in class.  Emails can take time,  the 

professor will attempt to answer all emails as diligently as possible.   

 

13. I understand that the quizzes and in class assignments may change on a moment’s notice.  If 

I am absent I will confer with my colleagues, email my professor, or check the course 

announcements to make sure that I am up to date.  Absences may occur with throughout the 

class that cannot be helped.  It is the students responsibility to ensure that they are current and 

up to date on course affairs.  

 

14. I have the following questions/concerns/comments (list below) about the course: 

***Don’t forget to “sign” your name at the bottom of this document !!*** 

 

 

Concerns of student to be addressed: 

 

 

_____________________________ (by the student)  

                         

 _____________________________ date/ 


