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Course Description:

This course is a survey of the evolution of world societies from the year 1500 to present day,
with emphasis given to the following: technological developments; major institutions; the
development of intellectual currents; the formation of empires and nation states; and the
overall political, social, and economic framework that existed in these societies during this
time period. The course will particularly focus on the issues that have an immediate

relevancy on the modern world.

Learning Goal: At the end of the course, students will understand, articulate and synthesize
the development of modern world societies.

Learning Outcomes:
e Explore the complexity of the human experience;

e Develop a body of historical knowledge explaining the dynamics of change over time

e Interpret and contextualize the past on its own terms;

e Evaluate a variety of historical sources, primary and secondary, for their credibility and
utility

e Generate a historical argument that is reasoned and based on historical evidence;

e Combine argument and evidence into effective narrative that describes and analyzes the
past;

Schedule: will be passed out in class and posted on Blackboard

Method of Evaluation:

Homework Assighments — You will be responsible for reading the chapters in the
textbook (Smith), as well as answering either the Reading the Past (RTP), Seeing the Past
(STP) or Lives and Livelihoods questions in each chapter. All assignments must be typed
and handed in during class. I would prefer not receiving email assignments this semester,

unless you are absent or have a printer problem.

Written Assignments — During the course of the semester, you will write two (2)

research and writing exercises that are designed to enhance your understanding of the



material. They will be taken from material learned in class, as well as other readings,
writings, etc. They will be comparing & contrasting information and should be five (5)
pages long using MLA for page set-up, citing in text, and bibliographical format. You
should have a minimum of five (5) sources; your texts can be used. See separate scoring

rubric, which will be passed out in class and posted in Blackboard.

Tests — You will have four (4) announced tests as per the assignment chart.

Quizes — you may have unannounced quizzes of different types.
The combined grade of the homework, classwork, quizzes, tests, and writing assignments
will make up your final grade which can be found on Blackboard as a running total

throughout the course. Most work will be graded within a week of its due date.

Digication Statement:

As a student, you will maintain an online learning portfolio using a TRCC designed
template. Through this electronic tool, you can see your own growth in college-wide
learning. It may even help you to find the major that is a match to you. You can keep
this Digication account after graduation, too. A Three Rivers General Education
Assessment Team will select random works and review them so that we can improve
the college experience for all. Your name will not be attached to any of the assessment
work; it is private. This tool will also be a “place” where you can connect your learning
from the classroom, school, and life. Sometimes when you look at all of the work you
have done and think about it, you learn something else. In Digication, you will be able to
make other portfolios, too. It’s like a file cabinet with the ability to have multiple but
separate files. What is exciting about the electronic tool is when you look inside you will
see you are developing in new ways! At a minimum you should post your two 5-page
papers into the TRCC Template; you may post your own choices, too. Have fun in

learning!



Grading System:

A =94-100 C=74-77
-=90-93 -=70-73
B+ = 88-89 D+ = 68-69

B = 84-87 D = 64-67
B- =80-83 D- = 60-63
C+ =78-79 F = Below 60

Paper Information

All writing should follow the set-up, numbering and citation as per MLLA (green sheets
available in the library) If you have any trouble with writing, I strongly advise you visit the
writing and tutoring center. They are resources that you should use. Furthermore, the
following web site will help answer many, if not all of your questions on writing:

http:

www.trcc.commnet.edu/Ed Resources/writing center

Late Assignments/Make-Up Exams

(Please note that none of following applies if we have made arrangements beforehand)

My policy on late assighments and make-up exams is as follows: I will accept the first late
homework or writing assignment during the same week that it is due, and give you partial
credit. The second and subsequent late assignments will be given minimal credit during the
same week. No credit will be given if handed in later. A full letter grade will be taken off of
each day that a paper is late. I will not accept the final paper after the due date unless we

have an agreement beforehand.


http://www.trcc.commnet.edu/Ed_Resources/writing_center/

Attendance & Class Participation:

Please look at the student handbook regarding the college’s attendance policies. Habitual
absences or lateness will negatively affect your learning and grade as there will be classwork,
discussion of homework, and we will talk and work in small groups throughout the course.

I feel you are all adults and have paid to take this class. What you choose to do with that is
up to you. I will never penalize any grade directly because of attendance. Furthermore, you
do not need to supply me an excuse for any classes missed, but, as a courtesy, I like to know
if you plan to be absent. If you have a problem, personal or academic, which will require you
to miss class for any length of time, please come talk to me so that we can come to an
agreeable solution.

Part of the college experience is being able to engage a diversity of viewpoints in a civil and

constructive fashion in interactions with your colleagues and professor.

Disabilities Statement:

If you have a hidden or visible disability, which may require classroom or assignment

modifications, you are obligated to come see me as soon as possible.

Academic Dishonesty:

Any form of cheating or plagiarism will be reported to the college immediately, and may
result in the failure of an assignment or the course itself. See student handbook for info.
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