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Course Description:   
Prerequisite: ENG K101, ECE K101 and ECE K182 are recommended. 
The course introduces candidates to language and literacy development in the young 
child from birth to eight years old. Candidates will explore the early childhood language 
arts curriculum including speaking, listening, writing, and reading skills. An emphasis will 
be on the influence of child development milestones on an emerging literacy 
development. This course will also include experience in the creation of a literacy rich 
environment that engages children in developmentally appropriate language areas. 
 
Required Texts: 
Barone, Diane M., Mallette, and Hong Xu, S. Teaching Early Literacy: Development, 

Assessment and Instruction. Gilford Press, 2005. 
 ISBN: 1593851065 
 
Genishi, Celia and Haas Dyson, A. Children Language and Literacy: Diverse Learners in 

Diverse Times. NAEYC, 2009. 
 ISBN: 9780807749746 
 
Additional readings will be assigned throughout the semester. 
 
Course Objectives: 

 Develop an understanding of the diverse theoretical frameworks of child 
development. 

 Increase understanding of child behavior (both typical and atypical) and how 
children differ in their development and approaches to learning. 

 Understand and interpret how children grow and develop through successive 
stages, including all developmental domains. 

 
Course Outcomes: 

 Candidates will articulate the major theoretical approaches in child development, 
develop a personal learning theory and conduct research to promote 
understanding of how theory relates to best practice. 

 Candidates will understand what young children are like and what the multiple 
influences are on their development and learning. (NAEYC Standard 1.a and 1.b) 

 Candidate will analyze the importance of involving all families in their children’s 
development and learning. (NAEYC Standard 2.a and 2.c) 

 Candidates will analyze the importance of being a continuous and collaborative 
learner. (NAEYC Standard 6.c.)  

 
General Education Goals: 

 Candidates will develop the skills and abilities to communicate effectively in 
writing. 

 Candidates will develop information literacy to assess what information is needed 
to answer questions and to retrieve, evaluate, and use that information effectively. 

 
 



 

Points given for requirements are as follows: 
Please use this as a tool to keep a record of your progress in this course.  
 

Assignment Points Due Date Grade Received 

Literacy Curriculum Assignment 100   

Learning Experience Plans 100   

First Test  50   

Second Test  50   

Third Test  50   

Participation (weekly discussions) 30   

Reading Observation Assignment 20   

Total 400   

 
 
Final Grade:  
To determine your final grade take the total number of points awarded and review the 
following breakdown. 
 
A 371 – 400 points 
A- 351 – 370 points 
B+ 331 – 350 points 
B 296 – 330 points 
B- 271 – 295 points 
C+ 246 – 270 points 
C 221 – 245 points 
C- 200 – 220 points 
D 150 – 199 points 
F anything below 150 points 
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