
INTRODUCTION TO PUBLIC SPEAKING 

COM K173- SPRING 2015 

 

Three Rivers Community College: Room D203 
Fridays: 2:00-4:45 PM 

CRN: 12328; Section: T13 

Instructor: Linda A. Wainright M.S., CCC 

Email: Lwainright@trcc.commnet.edu 

Office Hours: By Appointment and/or walk-in to Room D205 one hour prior to class 

 

Course Description: Public Speaking introduces students to the principles and basic skills of effective 

communication.  Students will research, compose and deliver speeches of increasing complexity and 

sophistication.  The course familiarizes students with the strategies and techniques of successful informative 

and persuasive public speaking so students gain an understanding of how communication happens and how 

people participate in public discourse.  The course also exposes students to the rhetorical dimensions of many 

types of public speech and teaches them to be more critical listeners who respond rhetorically to complex issues 

and ideas. 

 

Course Outcomes and Guidelines: 

1.      Demonstrate, describe, and apply an understanding of the relevant principles of  

         speech communication, reasoning, and argumentation. 

2.      Critically evaluate examples of public discourse.  

3.      Demonstrate the acquisition of skills in public speaking and argumentation within several speech   

         structures and contexts. 

4.      Demonstrate an ethical and effective use of academic research. 

5.      Demonstrate an appreciation of the relationship of speech communication to society. 

 

Required Text: 
Zarefsky, David. Public Speaking: Strategies for Success. Pearson, 2014. (Seventh Edition) 

 

Procedures: Lectures will be minimal---student involvement and participation will be maximal.  Students will 

be responsible for the following: 

1. (65% of the grade)  Individual/ Group  Presentations (8 per student):  

  Introductory Speech ( 1 minute) 

  Object Presentation ( 2 minutes) 

  Group Chapter Presentation ( 15-20 minutes) 

  Two Informative Speeches  ( 4-7 minutes each) 

  Persuasive Speech ( 8-10 minutes) 

  Two Impromptu Speeches (1-2 minutes each) 

                         Informal In-Class Speaking Activities and Speaking-Related  

       Activities (various lengths) 

2. (10% of the grade)       Critique Activities (oral and written) 

3. (20% of the grade)       Tests (1 in-class quiz, 1 midterm, and 1 final exam) 

4. (5% of the grade)         Attendance/Being Ready on Assigned Dates/Related Written Work 

The above percentages are approximate. 

 

Grading Method:  In this course, you will have the opportunity to participate in activities 

designed to improve your communication skills.  All the activities will have a point value. 

List of these activities and point values are attached.  In order to participate in the activities, 

you must be present in class the day of the activity.  Because communication involves your 

interaction with others, no class activities can be made up outside of class, and no extra 

work is assigned as make-up work for any missed activities.  
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Written assignments handed in late receive no credit! NO EXCEPTIONS! 

 

Anyone who does not come to class on their assigned speech/presentation day (without first 

having put a message on my email prior to class) or comes to class with an excuse for not 

presenting their talk that day (and does not let me know prior to my entering the 

room)…will automatically have 10% of the potential points deducted from their grade.  NO 

EXCEPTIONS. Above referred to "prior excuses" are allowed only once a semester!! 

After that, the 10% penalty will apply even to "prior excuses." 

 

All class days after your appointed day until you actually give your talk are considered 

days that your speech presentation is due, and an additional 10% of the original potential 

points will be deducted for each class (missed or attended) that student is unprepared until 

the speech/presentation is given.  

Possible:  600 points. A 45-point cushion is built into the final grading system in case of a 

missed class, poor performance on a test or presentation, etc. 

 

             Final Grade:  (points) 

 

600-555 A 

554-540 A- 

539-525 B+ 

524-495 B 

494-480 B- 

479-465 C+ 

464-435 C 

434-420 C- 

419-405 D+ 

404-375 D 

374-360 D- 

Below 360 F 

 

Definitions of Grades 

A Excellent 

B Good 

C Satisfactory (Average) 

D Poor 

F Unsatisfactory 
Attendance:  Although attending every class will not guarantee an “A” or “B”, or even a “C;” it will 

be impossible to earn a decent grade if classes are missed.  No class activity done by the class can be 

made up, and extra credit is not assigned.   

College Withdrawal Policy: “Students may withdraw, in writing at the Registrar’s Office for any 

reason until the end of the 10th week of class.  From the 11th week through the end of the 13th week, a 

student may withdraw with the instructor’s written approval. Non-punitive "W" grades are assigned 

to these written withdrawal requests.  No withdrawals are permitted after the last class preceding the 

final exam. This instructor may be forced to give student an “F”( college policy), if a student stops 

attending this class and does not formally withdraw with the Registrar. 

 



Eligibility: Students must have completed and/or scored into ENG 100 to be eligible for  this class. Those who 

scored into ENG 094 should not take this class. 

 

Plagiarism: Plagiarism is the unacknowledged use of another person’s words or ideas in one’s own writing or 

oral presentations.  The definition will be discussed in class, but the essential principle is that a person is not to 

quote, paraphrase, rephrase, or otherwise include the ideas of someone else without giving the proper credit.  

If a student violates this principle, (s)he will receive a penalty ranging in severity from an “F” on the  

assignment to an “F” in the course. Academic integrity is essential to a useful education. Failure to act with 

academic integrity severely limits a person's ability to succeed in the classroom and beyond.  Furthermore, 

academic dishonesty erodes the legitimacy of every degree awarded by the College.  In this class and in the 

courses of your academic career, present only your own best work; clearly document the sources of the material 

you use from others; and act at all times with honor. 

 

Disabilities Statement: If you have a question regarding a disability that may affect your progress in this 

course, please contact a Disability Service Provider (DSP) in the Counseling and Advising Office (Room A-

119) as soon as possible. Chris Scarborough (860-215-9289/Rm A-119) generally works with students who 

have Learning Disabilities, Attention Deficit Disorder or Asperger's Syndrome. Kathleen Gray (860-215-

9248/Rm A-119) generally works with students who have physical, visual, hearing, medical, mobility or 

psychiatric disabilities.  Accommodations cannot be provided until you provide written authorization from a 

DSP and will not be provided retroactively. If such a disability requires classroom modification, it is the 

student's responsibility to see me during the first week or two of class so that an appropriate plan to meet your 

needs may be arranged. 

 

Contacting Instructor: The most expedient method of getting a message to me is via email.  

 

Digication Statement: All students are required to maintain an online learning portfolio in Digication that uses 

the college template. Through this electronic tool, students will have the opportunity to monitor their own 

growth in college-wide learning. The student will keep his/her learning portfolio and may continue to use the 

Digication account after graduation. A Three Rivers General Education Assessment Team will select and 

review random works to improve the college experience for all.  Student work reviewed for assessment 

purposes will not include names, and all student work will remain private and anonymous for college 

improvement purposes. Students will have the ability to integrate learning from the classroom, college, and life 

in general, which will provide additional learning opportunities. If desired, students will have the option to 

create multiple portfolios. 

 

Sign up for MyCommNet Alert! This is the system that sends text messages and emails to anyone signed up in 

the event of a campus emergency.  Additionally, TRCC sends messages when the college is delayed or closed 

due to weather. Use the following link to sign up: 

http://www.trcc.commnet.edu/div-it/educationaltechnology/Tutorials/myCommNetAlert/MIR3.html 

 

Additional Information/Reminders: 

1. You must be present in class to participate in the class activities. 

2. No class activities can be made up outside of class. 

3. No extra, individual work is assigned to make up for students’ absences, inability to complete 

assignments, etc. 

4. It is important to be to class on time.  If you arrive late, and another student is speaking, please wait 

outside until the student is finished. You may enter if the instructor is talking. 

5. All class activities must be completed in class with classmates on the same day. 

6. Written assignments passed in after the due date - receive no credit. 

7. Written assignments are due at the beginning of class on each due date.  They cannot be done in class.  

8. Any student caught cheating in this course automatically receives a failing grade. 

9.   You are responsible for keeping an accurate record of all of your points. 

10. Keeping up with class assignments is your responsibility—even if you are not in    class when an 

assignment is given.  A class roster will be prepared so you can stay in touch with your classmates for 

assignments. 

11. This will be a fun course. 



INTRODUCTION TO PUBLIC SPEAKING-COM K173 

Spring 2015 

DATES_________________________ TOPICS___________    POSSIBLE POINTS 
1/22      Course Guidelines; Objects Exercise Assignment; Get Acquainted          (10)-5-(75) 

             Exercise; Initial Suggestions for More Effective Speech Delivery;           -(40) 

             Introductory Speeches; Group Chapter Assignments; Family Roots  

             Assignment; Discussion: Planning and Organizing 

             Read Chapter 1 (Welcome to Public Speaking) 

             Read Chapter 2 (Planning First Speech) 

 

1/23 Object Presentations; Discussion: Chapter Presentations, General            5 

Communication Skills, Dyadic Communication, Communication vs.  

Language vs. Speech, Chapter 1, Elements of Communication;  

Incorporating Technology (Power Point, etc.); Controversial 

Statements Activity         

Read Pages 120-129 (Choosing A Topic) 

Read Chapter 13 (Informative Speeches) 

            

1/30 Frame-Breaking/Brain-Storming Activities; Discussion: Informative       5-(5)-(5)-  

             Speeches;  General Purpose-Specific Purpose- Thesis Statement              (100) 

             Assign Informative Speeches; Family Roots Presentations                    

Read Chapter 7 (Research/Types of Support) 

Read Chapter 9 ( Organizing The Speech) 

       

2/6        Discussion: Basic Speech Guidelines; Chapter 2 (Planning Speech) 

Presentation; Chapter 13 (Informative Speeches)) Presentation; Family 

Roots Presentations; Discussion: Conducting/Evaluating Research 

Read Chapter 11 (Outlines) 

 Read: Chapter 10 (Introductions and Conclusions) 

 

2/13 Name Quiz; Chapter 7 (Support) Presentation; Chapter 11 (Outlines)       20  

 Presentation; Discussion: Outlines, Citing Sources; Outline Activity 

             (If time); Discussion: Sample Speeches 

 Read Chapter 8 (Reasoning) 

  

2/20      Chapter 9 (Organization) Presentation; Chapter 10 (Intro-Conclu-             5-(5)-(100) 

 Transitions) Presentation; Discussion: Persuasive Speeches; 

 Assign Persuasive Speeches; Exam Review 

            

2/27 MIDTERM (Chaps:1,2,7,8,9,10,11,13,-pgs 120-129 and Lectures)     50-(30)-5-(5)               

 Assign Critiques; Discussion: Delivery; Continuation of Consensus 

 Activity; Assign Group Interaction Journals  

 Read Chapter 14 (Persuasive Speeches) 

             Read Chapter 12 (Language) 

             Read Chapter 3 (Delivery-Presenting the Speech) 

 

 

 

 

 



3/6 Chapter 14 (Persuasive Speeches) Presentation; Informative Speeches         5 

 Begin; Test Consensus Activity 

 Read Chapter 15 (Visual Aids)                                    

 Read Chapter 4 (Listening) 

   

3/13 Chapter 15 (Visuals) Presentation; Informative Speeches; Discussion: 

 Nervousness 

 Read Chapter 5 (Audience) 

 Read Chapter 16 (Special Occasion Speeches) 

 

3/20 Spring Break-NO CLASS 

 

3/27 Chapter 5 (Audience) Presentation; Chapter 12 (Language) Presentation;  

 Chapter 16 (Special Occasions) Presentation; Informative Speeches;  

            Discussion: Impromptu Speeches 

 

4/3 Spring Recess: (Good Friday) NO CLASS 

         

4/10 Library Day. No formal class. Complete Library Research Assignment;     (10) 

 

4/17     Chapter 16 (Special Occasions) Presentation; Persuasive Speeches Begin; (10) 

            Assign Self-Assessment Essays; Discussion: Listening, Group  

            Communication, Impromptu Speeches 

  

4/24 Persuasive Speeches; Discussion: Career Comm.; Impromptu #1                    5 

 

5/1 Persuasive Speeches; Self-Concept Activity; Discuss and Assign Class    5-(5)-5-5 

            Evaluations; Exam Review (If time) 

                                                                                 

5/8     Impromptu Speeches # 2 with Peer Critiques              5-5           

 Final Exam (Chapters: 3,4,5,12,14,15,16 and Lectures)            50 

 

5/15 TBA                 

 
Important to Note 

Ten  points will be given to those students who have a maximum of no more                 10       

  

than one  absence during the semester. 

  

Ten points will be given to those students who are ready to present on                             10 

ALL 4 of their assigned major presentation days: family roots, chapter 

 presentation, informative speech, and persuasive speech.  

               

Changes in any of the above activities are left to the discretion of the instructor.  Time limitations may prevent the 

completion of one or more of the above activities.  If so, points will be adjusted accordingly. 

NOTE: If classes and/or exams are canceled due to inclement weather, whatever is scheduled on the cancellation date will 

be scheduled for the NEXT class IN ADDITION to what is normally scheduled for the next class. 

Weather Cancellations: Call 860-215-9000 or go online to: www.trcc.commnet.edu 

NOTE:  If a student misses the midterm and/or final; without FIRST making arrangements with the instructor to take the 

midterm/final beforehand--then the midterm/final cannot be made up. NO EXCEPTIONS.  

 



 

 

 

 


